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an ih — — — 
\ 


W HOEVER takes the trouble of peruſing 
the following pages, is ſuppoſed to be ac- 
quainted with the Pamphlet in anſwer to 
which it was written. The references made 
in them are to the Edition of it, reprinted 
from the Dublin one in London for 
J. WRIOHT, December, 1798. Much more 
may certainly be ſaid upon the ſubject of 
an Union with England and Ireland, but 
it is needleſs to advance any other arguments 
than thoſe called forward by a perſon, ſup- 
poſed to have written in the confidence of 
Government, till the plans themſelves, which 
ſhall 
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PREFACE. 


ſhall be propoſed, have ſhewn whether the 
weight of ſuch arguments has not been 
already felt and admitted. 


If it has been neceſſary to recal to mind 
thoſe penal laws from which Ireland has 
been liberated, at different times, by the 
wiſdom and humanity of its legiſlature, it 
has been done with the greateſt reluctance, 


and only with a view of enforcing the con- 
traſt of her depreiled and miſerable ſtate 


under the reign of religious perſecution, 
and her unexampled progreſs in every 
ſpecies of improvement, under the influence 
of a/more liberal ſyſtem : a progreſs which 
it is ſcarcely poſlible for any Union to acce- 


lerate, and which has not been interrupted 


by the nature of her preſent connection 
with England, which an Union 1s to alter 
but by the remnant of thoſe prejudices 


which it is to confirm, 


4 3 


[ was unwilling to dwell upon fo diſ- 
agreeable a ſubje&, by quoting the different 
Acts of Parliament by which thoſe penal 
laws have been eſtabliſhed, Every man, 
at all converſant in Iriſh Hiſtory, will ſee 
that I have been accurate in deſcribing them, 
For every other fact, relating to the ſtate of 
Ireland and the nature of her leading par- 
ties, I acknowledge myſelf indebted to the 
Author of Arguments for and againſt an 
Union conſidered, 
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A PAMPHLET, entitled « Arguments for and 
againſt an Unin conſidered, which is generally aſ- 
cribed to the pen of a perſon high in the confi- 
dence of the Iriſh Government, authoriſes us (I 
mean the public unconnected with any political 
party) to believe, that an Union of the Legiſla- 
tures of Great Britain and Ireland is now under 
diſcuſſion by the leading characters of both king- 

doms. 55 


Yielding to the Author's invitation to a tem- 
perate agitation of this queſtion, it ſtruck mo 
as a matter of no ſmall conſequence in the firſt 
ſtep of the buſineſs, that there is an eſſential dif= 
ference in the deſcription of men who come under 
this denomination in the two kingdoms, | 


B The 


[ 2 ] 
The leading charafters of England may enjoy 


not only the confidence of the Government, but 
alſo that of the People at large; this happineſs 18 
at preſent theirs beyond diſpute, and whatever 
may be the reſult of their negociations in this moſt 
1mportant buſineſs, the Engliſh public, conſcious 
of the identity of their intereſts, and the purity of 
their motives, will probably reſt ſatisfied that they 
have done all that could be done. = 


In Ireland it is quite otherwiſe. 


On ſuch dangerous ground I ſhall not venture 
one ſtep beyond what the pamphlet I allude to will 
bear me through. Every conſequence I draw ſhall 
be from the poſitions it affords; I will uſe its 
words in the very ſenſe it uſes them ; with the ex- 


act meaning the context attaches to them. I do 


not preſume to ſay, that I anſwer the arguments 
it brings forward; and though my reflections upon 
the ſame ſubject may ſometimes lead me to an 
oppoſite concluſion, I will keep it conſtantly be- 
fore my eyes, and look up to it as a ſafe and ſteady 
light held out to guide us; not as one of thoſe 
malignant vapours which riſe from the ſinks of 
corruption to lead the traveller aſtray. 


If my obſervations ſhould prove any way uſe- 
ful, 1 am confident the profeſſed candour of its 
IS Author 
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4 EF 
Author will pardon me for differing from him in 
opinion. I hope we have both the ſame end in 
view, though we travel to it by different roads. 


Ireland is the weaker party; her welfare, if any 
diſoordant intereſts ſhould ariſe, naturally runs the 


greater riſk in the negociation; particularly ſo, as 


her leading characters to whom it is entruſted are 
neceſſarily men whoſe intereſts, paſſions, and pre- 
judices, muſt be in oppoſition to thoſe of at leaſt 
three-fourths of the people they are called upon 
to treat for. I take this as the proportion of the 
Catholics to the Proteſtants of Ireland, becauſe it 
is adopted by the pamphlet, that my reaſoning 
may not be interrupted by any doubt of its pre- 
miſes ; four or five to one I believe, from good 
authority, to be nearer the truth. In this Proteſ- 
tant fourth, which I aſſume for argument, are, no 


doubt, included the Preſbyterians, who have no 


ſhare in the Proteſtant church eſtabliſhment. The 
other religious Sects in Ireland are inconſiderable 
in number. I take the Author's ſtatement of pro- 
perty for the ſame reaſon, though I believe it is 
not a little exaggerated, and if at any time it 
ſhould happen to me to uſe the word prejudices, 
for what would more properly be termed reli- 
gious perſuaſion, it is not from any want of re- 
ſpect, but to ſhew that even that ſenſe which is 
often unfairly applied to it, takes away no claim 

| B 2 b to 


LS 3 
to reſpect and conſideration where it evidently has 


no bad tendency, and is unconquerably rooted in 
the minds of men, | | 1 


Pages 19, Nine tenths of the property of Ireland ore in the 8 
hands of the Proteſtants, ſcarcely a fourth part of 
the population, and all that'is not in the hands of 
this minotity is to be for ever disfranchiſed ; the 
majority, whatever may be their property at pre- 
ſent, or in future, are excluded by /aw from the 
legiſlature and the great offices of the ſtate, and 15 
reality, T may ſafely ſay that they are ſhut out from 
all the honors and emoluments of it. Thus, not E: 
only 1s property degraded, and ſtripped of the ad- 
vantages which it is the eſſence of our conſtitution 
to attach to it, by coming into the hands of the 
majority of the people, but they are cut off from 
many of the moſt fertile ſources of property itlelf. 
Though it 1s allowed, that the wider it 1s diſtri- 
buted among numbers, or the greater the propor- 3 

' tion of the people participating of ic in a ſtate, the | 

more ſecure is the government and property of 

| that ſtate. The very large ſums which are levied 

yearly upon the whole of the people for the uſes 
of government, but which are paid back to them 
in the perſons of its ſervants, are, in Ireland, re- 
turned to a very limited deſcription of its inhabi- \ 
tants; in ſome caſes, this is the effect of excluſive | 


laws; in others, becauſe theſe emoluments, even 
f to 
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to the moſt trifling, are given to parliamentary in- 
fluence, which three-fourths of them cannot have, 
becauſe the Iriſh Houſe of Commons was framed with Page 25. 
the ſole view of excluding Roman Catholics, It is 
evident, that the whole maſs of wealth in the 
country in ſome years undergoes this partial divi- 
fion. * Thus is the diſproportion of property to 
numbers continually increaſing in a moſt rapid pro- 
greſſion, a dangerous one to all Europe, perhaps, 
in its preſent ſtate. In this manner are all honors 
and emoluments reſerved to a very ſmall portion 
of the country. The large majority of thoſe who 
contribute their full proportion to the exigencies 
| of the ſtate; and more than their proportion of 
men, I dare ſay eight to one, to its defence, have 
indeed very lately been allowed a vote for a re- 
preſentative, with this expreſs proviſo, that they 
| give it to one of thoſe perſons who enjoy this 
monopoly againſt them. Of this deſcription are *Pageg7, 
Fete theſe leading characters who are about making a line 13. 
| definitive bargain for Ireland. It requires dot 
much political ſagacity to perceive, that this ra- 
dical vice in Government, with the paſſions and 
prejudices that begot it, and which it naturally 
begets, and the monſtrous inſtitutions it muſt have 


| | ® This is not, as a Memoire upon, the ſame ſubje& expreſſes 
it, the right hand ſettling accounts with the left, but a forced 
and unnatural ſtagnation of the nouriſhing juices in one bloated 
member, | 


recourſe 
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recourſe to for its ſupport, cannot but be eſſentially 


detrimental to any ſtate in proportion as it is al- 


lowed to exiſt in it; and that laws which fur a century 
cramped the incultry of a people, de barred them 


from education, armed the brother againſt the bro- 


ther, and rewarded the ſon for betraying the father, 
muſt, for ſome time, even after the better ſenſe and 
humanity of government have repealed them, leave 
a people poor, ignorant, with little reſpect for law, 
and ferocious from a ſenſe of injury. And if the 
higher claſſes in ſuch a ſtate have been ſupported 
by laws of this kind, in a monopoly of power and 
wealth, if they {till ſpeculate upon the'excluſion of 
three-fourths of their countrymen upon religious 
grounds; though the charges of corruption and 
want of principle almoſt proverbially objected to 
theſe monopoliſts, may be falſe, (as I hope they 
are), yet we muſt acknowledge they would be 
very natural conſequences of ſuch a ſyſtem; 


What does this pub'ication propoſe ? Not to 
complete the work of wifdom and humanity, 
by removing for ever the remaining cauſes 
of theſe evils, but to entail them for ever upon 
the country; not to change the nature of a go- 
vernment confeſſedly bad, by the application of a 
principle confeſſedly good, but to change the 
name only by a political ſophiſm. To unite this 


Page 52, unuatural government, (I repeat the words of the 


pamphlet, 
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amphlet, to deter us from acquieſeing in its ſenti- 

ments) this Proteſtant monopoly, which a party of thoſe Page 57. 

Preteſtants themſelves term unjuſt and abſurd, which | 
great leaders of oppoſition, who poſſibly may be the 
future miniſters of England, condemn ; to wohich 
Some of the actual memnters of the Britiſh cabinet are 

Juppeſed to be adverſe; to unite this ſyſtem, whoſe Page 5 3. 
policy is much doubted: by the people of England, whoſe 
exiſtence is precarious, reſting upon accident, upon a 
change of minifters, upon the temper of a Vice- Roy, 
the death of a ſingle man; to unite ſuch a ſyſtem 


irrevocably with the wiſdom, juſtice, and fair fame, 


of the Britiſh parliament, to make it a pariner in 
the ſentiments which ſuch principles of goyernment 
muſt excite through all Europe; not to cut the roat 


from which conſpiracy and revolt have ſhot up with Page 52 


the proſperity of Ireland, but to tranſplant it to the 
heart of England, ſeems to be the ſcope of the 
Union which it adviſes the two countries to adopt. 


To prove that unleſs the known cauſe of all our 
misfortunes and diſgrace be removed, no altera- 
tion of form, nor of name, will alter the nature 


of the country, or give laſting peace and ſecurity 


to it; that an Union upon ſuch a principle will 
only unite the open and grounded diſcontent of 
Treland to whatever cauſes of complaint remain in 
England; that it will lay both countries open to the 
machinations of foreign and domeſtic enemies, and 
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create in Ireland new ſources of diſturbance, whilſt 
it drains her of the little ſtrength ſhe has left, is the 
object of the review I mean to make of the argy- 
ments contained in this extraordinary pamphlet, 


I fhall alſo endeavour to prove by the experi- 
ence of other great countries, as well as by argu- 
ment, that all religious diſtinctions may be abo- 


liſhed, the government reconciled to principle, 


at the ſame time that every human ſecurity may 
be given to the Proteſtants of Ireland for their 
church eftabliſhment, their. properties, and even 
their preponderance in the ſtate, This once done, 
the queſtion of an Union, when the terms of it are 
known, may be fairly diſcuſſed. 


Leſt I ſhould be miſtaken, or the drift of what 
T advance miſinterpreted ; (of what little conſe- 
quence ſoever my opinion may be), I think it right 
to declare, that I am no enemy to this meaſure, 
provided it be a fair and broad Union, proved to 
be for the good of the whole country, and not a 
narrow and inſidious Union, playing the fears of 
one ſet of men againſt thoſe of another, and 
avowedly brought forward for purpoles of party 
and oppreſſion. But if any other mode can be de- 
viſed to remedy the inconveniencies of two ſove- 


reign legiſlatures, in queſtions of public concern, 


without the manifeſt inconveniencies of an incor- 
: porating 


#1 


porating union, I believe, upon examination, fuch 
a mode will be preferred. Till ſuch ttme as the 
terms are propoſed we muſt ſuſpend our judge- 
ment upon its probable effects. The only queſ- 
tion fairly before us, which now calls loudly for 
Inveſtigation, is whether more than three-fourths 
of the people of Ireland ought to be ſhut out from 
the full and equal benefit of whatever conſtitution 
ſhe is to have, as the author of theſe Arguments 
does not merely infinuate, but advances with a 
candor which at leaſt does him ſome honor ; 
whether in the preſent ſtate of men's minds all 
over the world, there is net ſome danger in ex- 
cluding formally, three millions out of four, in 
a detached country, from the juſt and reaſonable 
rights which they ſee their fellow-ſubje&s enjoy. 
Would not fuch an act of a legiſlature, upon 
which all Europe has its eyes, corroborate thoſe 
' democratic principles which have looſened the 
foundations of all ſociety, furniſh new argu- 
ments to their emiſſaries, and give ſome colour to 
the aſperſions they fo profuſely throw upon all eſta- 
bliſned governments? It is worth inquiring, whe- 
ther it would not be poſſible to act otherwiſe with- 
out danger. | 


The idea of its being decided by force is. very 


properly given up as replete with miſchief. No page 1. 


C country 


Page 2. 


Page 3. 


Pape 3, 
Line 2. 
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country can be ſafely or advantageouſly kept by 
force. The example of the whole world, all the 
late tranſactions of it, are in proof of this aſſer- 
tion. A poſt for military or commercial pur- 
poſes, ſuch as Gibralter, may be worth keeping 
at a great unproductive expence; but to keep a 


nation ſo, and make one-fourth of the inhabitants 


a garriſon againſt the remainder would be ruinous, 
and anſwer no end, if it were feaſible. It is an 


error to think military governments may be in 
oppoſition to general opinion, of all others they 
take moſt pains to conciliate it, at leaſt Lewis 


XIV. and the great Frederic did. 


The firſt maxim laid down is, that every inde- 
pendent ſociely or ſtate has a right to propoſe the 
means which appear moſt probable for the attainment 
of the happineſs of its people, conſiſtent with its duties 
and obligations. But what duties and obligations 
can be in oppoſition to the happineſs of the peo- 
ple? /alus populi ſuprema lex. — This is a large 


conceſſion, and might lead ſpeculative men to 


advance, if they thought it would contribute to 
the happineſs of the people, that ſeparation and 
independency ought to be maintained at all hazards. 
When this is ſupported by quoting the right the 


' Spaniſh Netherlands had to ſeparate from the 


Spaniſh government, becaule they were oppreſſed, 
we fall inſenſibly into the maxim we certainly have 
1 | ' often 
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often enough heard reprobated; that maxim which 
brought its author to the dungeon of Olmutz. 
L' inſurrection eſt le plus ſaint des devoirs. 

The admiſſion of this principle, however, puts 
the diſcuſſion on the faireſt poſſible footing, and 
believe firmly the application of it in its fulleſt 
extent would rather ſtrengthen than endanger a 
fair connection with England. 


The * caſe of the Sabines can afford us very 
little inſtruction: what two inconſiderable towns 
did above two thouſand years ago canhot ſerve as 
an example for two great nations in our times. 


But of this we may be pretty ſure, that the 


Romans never niade the renunciation of their 


worſhip a prelimenary article of union with the Sa- 
bines. They were the people in the world, who 
incorporated moſt nation with their own; but in 


every caſe were not only the new ſubjects admitted 
into their government, but their gods found a place 


in their temples. Their incorporating members of 


diſtant countries with their ſtate has always been 


From the accounts which the papers give of the gal- 
lantry of the Britiſh Militia with the fair as well as in the 
field one would imagine they had read Mr. C's pamphlet, and 
were imitating the Romans, in ſettling the preliminaries of 
union with the Sabines. 


C2 reckoned 


Page 4. 


Page 5. 
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reckoned among the principal cauſes of theit 


downfal. —T[ think it is Monteſquieu ſays, that, as 


the ſtate extends, the number of its ſenators 
ſhould be diminiſhed. This would rather make 


againſt the policy of increaſing the number of 
Britiſh ſenators, by admitting the Iriſh, and add- 


ing the diſcuſſion of the buſineſs of Ireland to that 


of the immenſe territories over which Britiſh pow- 
er or Britiſh influence extend. 


The Heptarchy of England affords no uſeful 


ground of compariſon in the preſent caſe of Ire- 


land ; their ſituation, ſmall, undivided by nature, 
with few complicated and no claſhing intereſts, and 
the difference in the ſtate of the world at that period. 
take away all points of ſimilituce. Wales was uni- 
ted by conteſt, but its wiſe conqueror did not 
deem attention to their prejudices beneath his dig- 


nity, nor conciliation and due conceſſion weakneſs 


of government, The caſe of Scotland will bs 
treated more fully hereafter, 


If an Union is to be compared to a partnerſhip 
in trade, two houſes in a ſeparate ſituation, but 
cloſely connected, ſhould conſider well whether 
they could not carry on their buſineſs more to their 
mutual advantage under ſeparate firms, than by 


going into partnerſhip. If there was a want of 


credit and capital in one, it ſhould reflect, whether 


| * 

: it did not proceed from ſome family diſagreements, 
F and whether both credit and capital did not increaſe 

| in proportion as thoſe diſputes were forgotten; but 
3 if the clerks and ſervants of the houſe were found 
to have fomented theſe domeſtic quarrels, it would 
be very wiſe to diſcharge them. Above all, it 
ſhould take care not to be dazzled by the exten- 
ſive concerns and ſplendid income of its future 
partner, the other {ide of his books ſhould be 
| carefully examined. If it found there immenſe 
| debts contracted in ſpeculations, of no one of which 
| any thing now remained but the embarraſſment, 
under the heads of Balance of Europe, Dutch bar- 
riers, Succeſſion to the crown of Spain, American 
1 colonies, that the houſe was ſtill deeply embark- 
ing itſelf in ſuch ſpeculative plans at an incalcula- 
ble expence, that its habits were far from econo- 
mical, its ſervants not very diſintereſted, its con- 
nections unable to ſhare in the expence of their 
Joint ventures : the compariſon drawn from trade 
would not be in favour of an Union, 


wid lr eee 


The American Union, which is juſtly praiſed Page 6. 
in the following ſheets of the pamphlet, contra- 
dicts the aſſertion, that an Union pre-ſuppoſes that 
the contracting States ſhall be bound together by 
D the ſame conſtitution, laws, and government. 
Each of the United States has reſerved its conſti- 
tution, laws, government, and religious regula- 
tions, 
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tions, and deputed to the Sovereign Aſſembly a 


power only in queſtions of general intereſt. Scot- 
land has preſerved her religious eſtabliſhment in 
oppoſition to that of England, and an epiſcopal 
party at home. 

The inferiority of Ireland in civilization, agri- 
culture, commerce, manufattures, morals, manners, 
eſtabliſhments, conſtitution, and the ſuperiority of 
England—is leſs a reproach to Ireland than to the 
nation under whoſe influence, I might ſay under 
whoſe government ſhe has been brought up. The 
people of Ireland, till within theſe few years, were 
not admitted into Proteſtant ſchools, were not 
allowed to have ſchools of their own, nor to be 
educated abroad. The merit of every govern- 
ment is to be appreciated by the ſtate of its ſub- 


jects. If Ireland has made any progreſs, it is 


ſince ſhe has aſſerted ſome degree of independence 
of England ſince 1980. In the reputation of the 
armies and navies of Great Britain, Ireland cannot 
be denied a conſiderable ſhare ; ſhe has furniſhed 


to both in this war upwards of 200,000 men. 


The conſpiracies „ inſurrections, and rebellions, which 


bave diſgraced us, proclaim our defects in civilization 


and policy—but do they not proclaim to every in- 
telligent mind the ſhameful inattention, the politi- 


cal ignorance, or the oppreſſion of the government 


under 
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under whoſe abſolute control Ireland exiſted for 
many centuries. Our religious diſcontents and 
jealouſies have begn our bane, and to cure them an 
Union is propoſed to us: on the baſis of perpetua- 
ting the excluſion of three-fourths of the nation on 
account of their religious principles. 


Would you adviſe a ſon uneducated, unimproved, Page 8, 


injured by bad habits, and bad company—to marry 
the perſon under whoſe influence he had fallen 
into ſo diſgraceful a ſituation, and to make over 
to her the management of his perſon and eſtates ; 
would you adopt for him the plan under which he 
contracted his vices, or that under which he be- 
gins to give better hopes. May not the recent 
misfortunes of Ireland, upon calm conſideration, 
be aſcribed to a relapſe, into prejudices and habits 
contracted during its former ſtate? or rather to the 
efforts of a party, to force on us again our childiſh 
tramels which we had outgrown ? This accounts 
for the union of all deſcriptions of. men in the 
late oppoſition to gavernment, 


The remnant to religious diſtinction furniſhed 
that diſcontent upon which factious men are ever 
at work, and without which they have no proſpect 
of ſucceſs, Would Scotland be ſo inacceſſible ta 
their attempts, if the Preſbyterians there were 
treated like the Catholics in Ireland? And what 

© difference 
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difference is there between an Iriſhman and a 
Scotchman, that the religion of the one ſhould be 
treated with reſpect, that of the other with con- 
tempt? But is the reaſon to be ſought in the reli- 
gion itſelf; that of Ireland is not leſs ancient, Jeſs 
noble, leſs extenſive; the greateſt men and the 
greateſt nations of Europe have never been 
aſhamed of profeſſing it; it is not leſs ſafe; it has 
long exiſted in monarchies and in republics; the 
firſt duty it inculcates is obedience to the power of 
the ſtate. 


From Switzerland and Germany innumerable 
proofs can be drawn, that there is nothing in the 
religion of Roman Catholics incompatible with 
the freeſt forms of government, All Europe is 
a proof of their attachment and loyalty to their 
kings and the eſtabliſhed governments of their 
country. In any other part of the world but 
England 1t would be rediculous to ſpeak of the 
fear of the Pope's juriſdiction; but of that fear and 
of his power and interference I ſhall have occaſion 
to ſpeak hereafter, | 


Our agriculture and our trade were making a 
moſt rapid progreſs, and began to improve from 
the moment that an intermiſſion in this phrenzy 
of religious prejudice allowed us to follow our 
own intereſts, by taking off the reſtraints which 


clogged 
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clogged the induſtry and damped the ſpirit of the 
nation. It is a laughable thing to hear great 
ſtateſmen, men whoſe profound political know- 
ledge is the conſtant ſet off againſt their avowed 
immorality and want of principle, to hear ſuch 
politicians talk of ſerving their country by taking 
from three-fourths of the inhabitants of it, their 
incitements to induſtry and exertion. 


The next aſſertion we meet cannot be contra- 
dicted. 


The ſtate into which the exorbitant, convulſive page 8. 


power of France has thrown all Europe, does cer- 
tainly command every nation to come forward 
with all its energy ; no portion of the population of 
any country can now be withheld from an hearty 
co-operation in defence of all that is dear to ſociety, 


out of compliment to any party, or to any pre- 


Judice. And is it fair to tell men, that they muſt 


ſpill the laſt drop of their blood, and ſpend their 


laſt ſhilling, for a cauſe in which they are not al-: 
lowed an equal intereſt with thoſe of the ſame rank 
of life by whoſe ſide they are fighting? Is it gene- 
rous? Is it becoming a nation, the example as 
well as the protectreſs of Europe? Will the 
heart of an Engliſhman dictate, or his hand ſign 
ſuch a contract? 5 
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I cannot repeat it too often the Union is a ſe- 
condary queſtion Give the people of Ireland 
cauſe to be content. They may be ſatisfied by 
an Union, they may be ſatisfied without it, but 
until they are, no form of government will avail. 
Do not liſten to thoſe idle ill tempered exclama- 
tions, The people of Ireland never can be ſatiſ- 
fied! Aſk yourſelves calmly, Has a fair trial ever 
been Hy Aſk yourſelves not what has been 
done, but what remains to be done ? Do not 
take the trouble of removing any man from your 
ſtate priſons to your council chamber, to aſk him, 
whether the people fee] their grievances, or would 
give the value of a drop of in to have them re- 
moved. God has not made two ſeparate ſets of 
feclings for his creatures. Look into your own 
hearts, and aſk, what would you feel, if to- mor- 
row yourſelves, your children, your friends were 
to be degraded to in the ſituation of Iriſh Roman 
Catholics: excluded trom the legiſlature, from 
the honours, the confidence, the emoluments of 
their country, their only ſhare in it, a vote 
for the men who: exclude them. Go no 
farther,—Read there the anſwer of the Iriſh 
Roman Catholics to your queſtion. Is it no 
injury to, exclude them from the great offices 
of the ſtate, becauſe they* have no chance of get- 
ting them? How many of thoſe great men who 

were 
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were preſent when this queſtion was aſked, have 
riſen from conditions in life as low as that of any 
Roman Catholic ? How many of their family have - 
they dragged forward with them? How many 
Roman Catholics can boaſt of as high deſcent and 
as good education, as the proudeſt amongſt them? 
Are the great prizes to be taken out of the lottery 
becauſe there are ſo many chances againſt drawing 


them; and are the tickets to be ſold at the ſame 
price? | 


In page 8, I am ſent to France, to Repub- 
lican France, for leſſons of political wiſdom and 
Juſtice; to ſeek in French fraternization a model 
for uniting Ireland. But diſguſt ſhall not hinder 
me from drawing information from every ſubject 
Brabant, Holland, Sardinia, all the French con- 
queſts, do give important leſſons. Contempt for 
the privileges and the religious prejudices of the 
country, military execution, an infatuated obſtinacy 
in maintaining in their places, a governor, and 
miniſters, perſons the moſt obnoxious to the people 
gave Brabant to France. The name of Re- union 
nor all their 700,000 men in arms, cannot keep them 
from revolting againſt the tyranny of France; and 
will not (I am no prophet, and yet I fortel it) keep 
them to France, unleſs ſhe adopt a better ſyſtem. 
Partialiaty in the diſtribution of favours, national 


| hatred between Savoy and Piedmont, opened Sa- 
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voy and let in ruin on the King of Sardinia, — 
Interior diſcontent prepared the way for them into 
Holland;—a monopoly of power, honour, and 
emoluments, into Berne;—a provincial govern- 
ment, diſtant from the ſeat of empire, into Mi- 
lan and the ſtates of Venice, Theſe are the ax- 
ioms of politics which French conqueſts are illuſ- 
trating to the world. Perhaps we may alſo ſoon 
have to learn from them, that their annexing 
countries with the name of Union—is not uniting 


them. Great Britain would be this day as open 


as ever to the intrigues and attacks of France, 
though a roll of parchment, endorſed Articles of 


Union, had been interchanged between their 


commiſſioners, if the Church-of-England party in 
Scotland had by thoſe articles pretended to ex- 
clude the Preſbyterian religion, not only from any 
church eſtabliſhment, but from any ſhare in the 
civil government; while the people were forced 
to pay biſhops whom they execrated, and prieſts 


whom they could not liſten to. Any thing in 


the ſhape of meer toleration would not have unit- 
ed the two kingdoms. 


The avenue to diſunion muſt be cloſed, but not 
with parchment deeds. We too often miſtake 
the inſtrument of government for the ſtrength of 
it. Well indeed does France know the adage, 
Dum ſinguli pugnant univerſi vincuntur; and great 

muſt 
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muſt be her joy te ſee us governing by patties, 
filling our blood, and waſting our treaſure, in re- 
ligious diſputes, while we are offering our ſubſi- 
dies to a nation among the very firſt of Europe, 


yet in riches, number, and quality of inhabitants, 


ſcarcely equal to that we are ſo wantonly ruining. 
Pruſſia, that can arm four hundred thouſand men, 
is not a country equal to Ireland; her ſubjects, 
when Frederic triumphed over Europe, were not 
rated at any thing near five millions her climate 
is inferior, her ports are not to be compared, her 
Joil not ſo good, her towns not near ſo conſide rable. 
But France will ſooner drag the Pope from his 
cloiſter at Sienna, and ſet him up again, with his 
treble crown upon his head, to ſcare us from our 
own intereſts, than ſuffer us to recover our ſenſes 
and come forward in the plenitude of our power — 
What is our power to her, when that Meduſa's 
head can paralyſe ſo large a portion of our people, 
or turn their arms againſt each other ? 


Fan Union may be deſirable between two indepen- Page 10. 


dent kingdoms, it muſt be moſt deſirable where ſuch 
two kingdoms are united under the ſovereign, and 
have ſeparate legiſlatures, 


The general poſition of this argument would 
apply as well to Hanover, or to Corſica, when it 
had George the Third for king, as to Ireland. 

| The 
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The particular deductions from it are rather 
againſt an Union. The inconveniences of a ca- 


pital out of the country, of abſentees, and rents 


Page 11. 


carried away; of jealouſy and faction; would be 


increaſed by it. This reaſoning carried to its ex- 


tent would be for a ſeparation. I admit that there 


cannot exiſt a full ſtate of ſecurity without ſome 


reaſonable certainty that all parts of the empire 
will purſue the ſame ſyſtem; though Hanover is 
at peace while we, ſubjects of the ſame ſovereign, 
are at war. It were much to be wiſhed that the 
American government, or the German union, or 
the wiſdom of our legiſlators, could furniſh us 
with ſome. plan to enſure co-operation on general 
ſubjects, and leave each ſtate independent in its 
own concerns, regulating them by treaty when 
they interfered. | 


Scotland is next brought in proof. We are - 
taught that, in the ſituation which that country held 
previous to the Unicn, dees Ireland fland at preſent. 


I muſt make theſe few exceptions : 


The crown of Ireland is by expreſs ſtatutes an- 
nexed to, and dependent on, the crown of England; 
the King of England is ipſo facto King of Ireland. — 
The crown of Scotland was by expreſs ſtatute ſepa» 

7 | rate 


* 


129 J 


rate from, and independent of, the crown of Eng- 

land; and the Kign of England 7p/o facto not King 

of Scotland; unleſs certain condition were previ- 
oufly complied with. 


This put the two nations in the neceſſity of 
chooſing between an union and a total ſeparation. 
No ſuch neceſſity in the caſe of Ireland. The King 
of Ireland reſides in England ; but the Scots paſſed 
a law, that their next King ſhould reſide at home. 


Ireland has a Vice-Roy.— Scotland had none. 


Scotland had a martial people, long in habits of 
war with England, and of alliance with her greateſt 
enemies, full of the glory and rivalſhip of her ſe- 
parate dominion.— Ireland ſcarcely remembers to 
have been a ſeparate ſtate, has no allies but thoſe 
of England, never has been a rival power. 


Scotland is not ſeparated from England. Ireland 


is ſeparated by a barrier impaſſable frequently for 


weeks together, aun uncertain and inconve- 
nient. ; 


Scotland was then very poor.—Ireland is grow- 
ing faſt into riches. 


In 
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In Scotland, the religion of the people was 
permittedto be , the religion of the country: it 
was not barely tolerated, but eſtabliſned and con- 
firmed, by all that human wiſdom could deviſe, 
before the articles of Union were diſcuſſed in 
Parliament, 


In Ireland, the religion of the people is not 
permitted to be the religion of the country: it is 
ſcarcely tolerated ;. the religion of a ſmajl mino- 
rity (a political phenomenon) 1s the eſtabliſhed 
religion of the ſtate. 


The people of Ireland are excluded from a 
ſhare in the government, on account of their reli- 


gion—and this excluſion is made the baſis of the 
Union which this pamphlet propoſes, 


A war between Scotland and England was, as it 
were, declared, if an Union did not take place. 


A war with Ireland is not probable if the 
people are ſatisfied, though no Union ſhould take 
place—and is to be feared, though an Union 
ſhould take place, if the cauſes of diſcontent are 
not removed. 


The influence of England, which is next taken 
notice of, is not leſs likely to be complained of 
after 
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after the Union than before. It certainly is ne- 
ceſſary for the Britiſh Cabinet to induce the Iriſh 
Parliament to agree to its meaſures, or to explain 


for the benefit of country gentlemen, to have a cer- 


tain majority in the Iriſh Parliament, The Britiſh 
miniſters have ſeldom found any great difficulty 
in procuring ſuch a majority; the patronage of 
the crown has not been found inſufficient to enſure 
it in almoſt every caſe; in the Regency buſineſs it 
was not deficient, the only queſtion was from 
what ſide it was to flow, and ſome people gueſſed 


Wrong. 


Immediately after we find that, one million of Page 12. 


the rents of abſentees are ſpent in England but will 
leſs be ſpent when all the buſineſs of Ireland 
is tranſacted there? A Viceroy diſpojing of the pa- 
tronage of the crown, one executive, one preſiding ca- 
binet, all the other ties already exiſting, between 
the two kingdoms, are rather arguments againſt 
the neceſſity. of any other connection than the 
preſent. I do not believe the inefficacy to do 
good in the government of Ireland lies in the na- 
ture of irs connection with England, but in the 
nature of the parties which England allows to pre- 
ponderate in the Iriſh legiſlature ; parties which 
ſhe almoft ſeems to' have bargained with for the 
goverment. If better men are conſulted, and 
better meaſures propoſed, has not the Britiſh 
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cabinet power to ſupport them in the Iriſh Houſes 
of Parliament? If the preſent men and the preſent 
meaſures are adopted, will not the Britiſh cabinet 
have power to continue to ſupport them in the 
Engliſh Houfes of Parliament as it does in the 


Iriſh > By whatever means theſe men influence 


the Engliſh miniſter at preſent, by ſimilar means 
may they influence him hereafter. 


| have already admitted the inconvenience 
which might reſult from the indepedence of the 
Iriſh Parliament, in cafe it ſhould declare againſt 
meaſures where the whole empire 1s concerned, 
and which the Britiſh Parliament had adopted, — 
Not that it ſhould exhort the King to make war, as 
we are told ; which would be no more than any 
county petition for war. It might, indeed, offer 
ſubſidies for making war when England was at 
peace—a caſe not likely to happen. One more 
poſſible, is, that it might refule ſubſidies for a 
war that England was engaged in; that it might 
declare againſt treaties, and refuſe to ratify com- 


mercial articles. Theſe certainly are inconveni- 


ences, but examples of this -nature have not 
often occurred. They are, I think, the ſole 
ones, for which at firſt ſight an Union ſeems the 
only and neceſſary remedy. But we want a cure for 
the immediate evils under which Ireland labours. 
Which of them rings from a want of unity in 
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the Britiſh empire? The councils of Ireland have 


been directed by a Britiſh cabinet, and as little op- 


poſed, much leſs even, than if they had been debated 
in an Engliſh Parliament. I am no enemy to a 
fair Union, but I am convinced that it 1s not the 
cure for our preſent calamities, which are of ſuch 


a nature as may exiſt with it, or may be reme- 


died without it. But as this meaſure is already 
admitted to carry with it ſome inconveniences, 


and will be proved to have more, it is worth 


conſidering, whether they may not be provided 
againſt at the ſame time that a remedy is found for 
thoſe which reſult from the co-exiſtence of two 
independent legiſlatures. If it could be done, all 
the neceſſary advantages, and ſuch as an Union 
alone could give, would be procured ; all the diſ- 
advantages, that would follow it, avoided; and 
the wiſdom of the Britiſh Cabinet and Iriſh Par- 
liament left free to remedy the evils, that are not 
neceſſarily dependent on the nature of the con- 
nection with England, which are thoſe that Ire- 
land feels moſt ſeverely. 

I am very far from thinking myſelf capable of 
propoſing a ſyſtem likely to be adopted; bur I ſup- 
pole, for experiment ſake, a proviſion could be made 
for every poſlible caſe in which the intereſts of the 
two countries are ſo entangled, that a diviſion of 
ſentiments in the two parliaments would be detri- 
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mental to the common cauſe. That upon all thoſe 
queſtions, the enumerating and ſtating of which 
would require great political knowledge, a pro- 
portionate influence ſhould be given to the votes 
of Iriſh members deputed a7 hoc to the Britiſh 
parliament, Or that theſe queſtions, which may 
be called imperial queſtions, being diſcuſſed in the 
Iriſh parliament the reſult may have the weight of 
votes in the Engliſh Houſe of Commons and 
of votes in the Engliſh Houſe of Peers. If 
the peers and commons of Ireland were propor- 
tioned in number with thoſe of England, in a ratio 
of the ſize, riches, and population of Ireland, the 
end would be anſwered by ſimply adding up the 


votes in the two parliaments. 


This ſort of voice, in deliberative aſſemblies, is 
not without example in the dro!t publique of Ger- 
many, and the United Netherlands. It has been 
found often inefficient in the former, from the 
number of ſtates concerned, but in the caſe of 


two ſtates under the ſame ſovereign it appears 


much more practicable. 


It is an innovation in England, but not a great- 
er one than an incorporating union, nor a more 
unbecoming one than to ſee Engliſh members vo- 
ting upon an Iriſh turnpike-bill, or Iriſh mem- 


bers upon a bridge in Kent. 


I am 
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I am aware of another difficulty, even in queſ- 
tions not imperial, it would be an embarraſſing 
circumſtance, if the majority of the Iriſh parli- 
ament oppoſed a miniſter whom the majority of 
the Britiſh parliament ſupported. This is a poſ- 
ſible caſe, but in my opinion not a probable one, 
becauſe the eans which a miniſter is in poſſeſ- 
ſion of to induce the parliaments to purſue the 
ſame line of action are very well proportioned to 
that end. | 3 


It muſt be remembered that this idea is capable 


of infinite modification; it may perhaps lead to 
ſomething uſc ful. 


Contributions, to the navy, army, and the com- 
mon burthens of the ſtate, might be here regu- 
lated, as well as ſuch arrangements of trade, as 
might by degrees operate as an Union would, 
without any ſudden change. Here may, perhaps, 
be the place to obſerve, that though Ireland is not 
ſpecially pledged for the debt of England; yet, 
if it were poſſible a bankruptcy ſhould take place 
in England, both individually and nationally, Ire- 
land, through every claſs of her inhabitants, would 
feel, in a great degree, the effects of it. 


As the property of the two countries is very 
much intermixed, without derrogating from the 


dignity - 
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dignity of Iriſh peerage, or the ſovereignty of the 
nation in its own concerns, ſome mode might be 
ſtruck. out, on the ſame plan, for appeals, more 
agreeable to Engliſh ſubje&s, whoſe property 


may frequently be the object of them, than one 
ſolely to the Iriſh Houſe of Peers. 


This plan, or a ſimilar one, has alſo this. 
inappreciable advantage, by its means, with- 
out any ſurrender of independence, a complete 
guarrantee may be given to the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt in Ireland againſt their reaſonable fears 
for their church-eſtabliſhment, and their very 
groundleſs fears for their property on the 
| | ſcore of old claims, by placing theſe queſtions 
44 among the general conſtitutional concerns of 
15 the empire. Many other advantages might be 
drawn, I think, from ſome plan of this nature. 
It would add to the dignity of Ireland, by giving 
her a proportional influence in the concerns of the 
Britiſn empire, without any ſacrifice or ſurrender 
of her independence. It would be leſs derroga- 
tory to that of the Britiſh parliament, and leſs 

| inconſiſtent than the admiſſion of any number of 
1 Iriſh commoners and peers to vote upon queſtions | 
which, nine times in ten, would be foreign to 
them. 
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T he parliament of Ireland could not then endanger Page 13s 


or diſſolve the empire by its oppoſition, nor ſubject 
itſelf-to the imputation of corruption, and ſubſer- 
viency to the Britiſh cabinet by its forbearance, as is 
objected. | 


The Union of the parliaments would not hinder 
Ireland from being a conſtant theme for parties to 
diſcant upon, as long as glaring abuſes did ſub- 
fiſt, As the queſtion could no longer be ſhifted 
from before it, if I do not miſtake, this incon- 
venience would exiſt in a much greater degree. 

Addreſſes would continually be pouring 1n from 
every county in Ireland, and ſuch complaints 
brought before parliament as their humanity could 
not diſmiſs, nor the multiplicity of their buſineſs 
allow them to diſcuſs. How far the charges, upon 
members of the Britiſh Parilament, of palliating 
treaſon, nouriſhing diſcontent, and almoſt vindicating 
rebellion, which are made, (Page 14,) are well 
placed, or becoming the reſpect due at all times, 
but more eſpecially 1a theſe, to members of the 
legiſlature, whatever their opinions may be, is 
foreign to my purpoſe. The oppoſition of yeſ- 
terday may be the miniſters of to-day ; ſuch a 
charge and ſuch a ſentence on one ſide neceſſarily 
implies the power of judging -and pronouncing on 
the other in the ſame manner. It may ſerve party 
ſpleen, but does not ſerve the cauſe of govern- 
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ments. It was a wiſe maxim of Cicero, in his 
Amicitia, to be enemies as if you were one day 
to be friends.” | 


Page We return to Scotland. It ſeems to me, that 
ſhe was weaned from her partiality to France as 
| early as the time of Queen Mary, much more by 
"Wiki the efforts of that Queen, ſupported - by the 
| nt princes of Guiſe, her uncles, againſt the reforma- 
tion, than by the ſubſequent Union. The reſpect 
paid to the religion of the people ſtopped the 
109 progreſs of French influence, which began to re- 
. vive in favour of the Houſe of Stuart. Not- 
| if withſtanding which, two rebellions took place 
BY it there ſince the Union, 


It cannot be denied, that a connection did, 
I} as is advanced, exiſt between France and Ireland 
10 in the begining of this century: about the mid- 
ft dle of it the pretender was driven from France, 

j who ſince that period, took very little concern 
| i in the affairs of a man, who, indolent and beſot- 

I} red, took little intereſt in them himſelf. I am ig- 
Page 14, norant whether he ever named the Roman Catholic 
| Line 22. biſhops; but I am very ſure he did not name them 
l in concert with the French court, which cared 
1 very little about the nomination ofthoſe places which 
11 gave neither power nor revenue, | 
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We may now ſay there exiſts neither pretender 
nor no pope, whoſe influence in Ireland or Eng- 
land any ſerious man can affect to dread, 


No doubt a connection with France has lateiy been 


Page 14. 


renewed ; but thoſe who took the lead in it were of 


all deſcriptions, but perſons chiefly Preſbyterians 
and Proteſtants. Of five men who compoſed 
the Directory, four were Proteſtants, although 
of any other five men in the country, four 
were Catholics. There 1s no novelty in the prin- 
ciple of that connection; every diſcontent is an 
invitation to an enemy, and the French and every 
enemy to Great Britain will ever have their ears 
open to ſuch an invitation. I fear much they never 


* 


See re- 
Ports. 


1 


will ceaſe to intrigue in Ireland, as we are informed 


they do, whilſt it remains in its preſent ſtate, 
But will an Union, upon ſuch a narrow prin- 
ciple as is propoſed, alter that ſtate for the bet- 
ter? Will the people of Ireland welcome exclu- 


ſion and degradation from a Britiſh, mere than 


from an Iriſh parliament? Ir is dangerous, it is 
almoſt treaſon, againſt the cauſe of all regular ſo- 
ciety, attacked as it is by powerful enemies, to trifle 


in this manner with the feelings of three millions of 


people by excluding them from thoſe rights for 
which we call upon them to riſk their lives. 


We are now to ſuppoſe an Unicn, upon fair and 
equitable principles, not ſuch an one as we have 
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been ſpeaking about, framed, like the Iriſh parlia- 


ment, (as I find by page 25, line 16,) to exclude 


three-fourths of the Iriſh people; and in this 
manner the advantages of it are ſummed up. 


The monarch remains in England, the abſentees 
increaſe, London (already ſwelled to an unatural 
ſize,) is the general reſert for buſineſs, for advance- 
ment, fir pleaſure, What becomes of Dublin, 
perhaps now the third city in Europe? So far I 
ſee but the diſadvantages of our preſent ſituation 
augmented. Now, what is England to gain; 4 
mixture of Iriſhmen in her cabinet! The influence, 
weight, and ability, of Iriſh members in her parlia- 
ment, and a transfer 10 them of all our party con- 
teſts! Britiſh faction would ceaſe to ſpeculate in 
Ireland; but would the ſpirit of it be extingurſhed 
in England? | 


The moſt important queſtion now comes to be 
conſidered; and I here ſuplicate the attention of 
every man who has any regard for the welfare of 
the Britiſh empire, I conjure him to tread with 
caution, where war and ruin follow cloſe upon his 
ſteps, and no retreat is left. 


France, it is aſſerted, could no longer ſpeculate on 
Page 85. the nature of our diſtin? government and parlia- 
ment, To give us a falſe idea of the ſpeculations 
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of France is to miſlead us in our oppoſition to 
them. Was there any thing like ſpeculating upon 
our diſtinct government and parliament in her deſigns 
upon Ircland? Was our Vice-Roy to be made an 
independent prince? Were our commons or peers 
to be preſerved? no, the firſt ſtep was to ſweep off 
Vice-Roy, commons, and peers, as completely 
as an Union will. So far her ſpeculations are 
rather helped by this Union. 


French influence in Ireland is by all parties ac 
knowledged to be the greateſt misfortune which 
can happen. | 


The wildeſt ſpirit of revenge and reſiſtance, the 
moſt cogent neceſſity, could not overcome this 
ſentiment in the late rebellion. The aſſiſtance of 
France was bargained for with a degree of cau- 
tion which ſhews ſome principle of patriotiſm ; 
and offered with a readineſs, and to an extent, 
which muſt convince us the object will not eaſily 
be relinquiſhed, 


Of late, the theory of inſurrection has almoſt 
forced itſelf upon every ſpeculative mind. A pro- 
vince, diſtant from the ſeat of empire, is much 
more liable to the intrigues of an enemy, than one 
that has it in its centre. 
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Not only the judgement and action of go- 
vernment is more prompt, but the influence of 
its members in their different diſtricts; their 
conſequence as à part of the ſtate, keep them, 
their families, and their friends, awake to its 
dangers. What would the ſituation of Ireland 
have been, if more of its rich inhabitant having 
been drained off, (an admitted conſequence of the 
Union, ) the grand juries and couniy- meetings had 
been compoſed of fewer men of rank and pro- 
perty : the yeomanry with fewer genilemen at 
its head, or in its, ranks: not one member of the 
legiſlature in any county ; 1n this inſtance, their 
parliamentary duty, in moſt others their inclina- 
tion, would keep them away; the ſheriffs and 
grand jury men adminiſtering eſtates not their own, 
who had more to hope than to fear from a change. 
In caſe of a ſeparation, how much eaſier to diſ- 
poſe of 1co abſent legiſlators, than of 500 on the 
ſpor, ſupported by their families, friends, adhe- 
rents, and dependents, poſſeſſed of all the local 
advantages and reſources of the country in which 
they reſided. — What could the country gentlemen 
of France do for their monarch, when the ſhort 
ſighted policy, and jealous ſpirit of deſpotiſm, 
had drawn them from their caſtles to the court ?— 
What could the moſt loyal provinces do without 
them; eſpecially when the whole landed influence 
was thus put into the hands of men, whoſe firſt wiſh 

was 
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was to poſſeſs thoſe eſtates to which they had been 
ſtewards? Will the caſe he different in Ireland? 
Already, it is not the money the abſentees draw 
from that country that is the» real injury they do 
her, but the influence of their great poſſeſſions, 
dor mant, or left in hands very unfit to exerciſe it; 
by which means, a ſpecics of men half educated, with 
all the obſtinacy and prejudice of 1gnorance, are in 
truited with power as magiſtrates, and recommend 
theniſelves to notice by making a violent uſe of 
it. What will be the caſe if ſuch an Union takes 
place? Will the ſtation of gentlemen growing 
upon the ſoil, with all their intereſts centered 
in it, be ſupplied by tradeſmen, who, with one 
ſtroke of a pen, tranſport their property from Cork 
to Conſtantinople. The Spaniards ſay, no man 
ſhould be praiſed till after his death; no political 
meaſure ſhould be judged till time had ſhewn its 
full effect. Cardinal Richlieu is reckoned a great 
ſtateſman, the favorite of kings, becauſe he ſapped 
the foundations of ariſtocracy. The author of an 
Union with Ireland may paſs for a great ſtateſ- 
man; but time muſt decide, whether the men 
and power he has drawn from Ireland were not 
better left in their proper poſts; whether by te- 
moving the preſent inconveniences, like Richlieu, 
he does not eventually let in others of a much 
greater magnitude. What may not be apprehen- 

ded, if three-fourths of the people are for ever ex- 


cluded 


1 

cluded by it from the legiſlature; deprived of all | 
d 28e 3% hope in the preſent order of things? for the open- | 

ing, left ſo cautiouſly to be uſed by Proteſtants, can- 
not found a hope in the moſt ſanguine breaſt. Will | 
they not be ſtimulated to wiſh for a change, by "4 
the heart-rending compariſon with the manner in 
which the religion of Scotland was treated? — A 
religion certainly not more friendly to monarchy 
in its theory and diſcipline, than that, whoſe firſt 
principle is obedience to the powers hat are.— 
Will there be no fore left that an artful foe might 
irritate? Will the remembrance of former inde- 
pendence be ſo eaſily wiped away from the minds 
of thoſe who ſhared in it? Will all Iriſh pride, 
and Iriſh feeling, be ſhipped off to England with 
her legiſlature?—They are ſhallow politicians, un- 
founded in the rudiments of the very ſcience they 
profeſs, who reaſon upon man in ſociety as an ab- 
ſtract quantity, diveſted of the feelings, the paſ- 
ſions, the weakneſſes of man; ignorant artificers! 
who reckon upon the full force of their power, 
without conſidering the reſiſtance which the uni- 
verſal principle of nature has put in its way. This 
ſpecies of chamber-ſtateſmen, who think that no- 
thing more is neceſſary to make a law, than to paſs 
it through the uſual forms, have been the cauſe of 
much miſchief. From the material Ruſſian, whoſe 
feelings extend little beyond the preſſure of exter- 
nal objects on his fibres, to the ſenſitive Italian, 
5 whoſe 
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| whoſe being is imagination from the vain French- 

man, irritably alive to the opinion of mankind, to 

the proud Spaniard, iſolated in his opinion of 
| himſelf—from the cool, diſpaſſionate, philoſophic, 
" Engliſhman, calmly adopting the changes which 
he is taught to believe are right, to the enthuſiaſtic 
native of Ireland, invincibly attached to the opi- 
nions of his fore-fathers; how many nice ſhades of 
diſcrimination will not that legiſlator be ruled by, 
who has ſtudied his ſcience in the onlv book which 
contains its true principles, the human heart 
I do not pretend to aſcribe it to climate, nor to | 
any other particular cauſe, but every people, like g 
every ſoil, has its peculiar genius, which will not 1 
be thwarted, and which muſt be conſulted in the 
mode of cultivation which we apply to it. Lewis 
the fourteenth, and the Czar Peter, were both 
great men; a few yards of red and blue ribbon 
had as great an effect in Paris as the Knout in 


Peterſburgh. 
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How eaſily will that government be conducted, 
| which is in uniſon with the feelings of its ſubjects ; 
the ſlighteſt ſymbol of legal authority will enſure 
obedience and reſpe&, without having recourſe, 
on every petty occaſion, to that parade of force, 
which, like the capital of a great banker, is only 
held out to view when his credit is failing. | 
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Suppoſing (what I have yet ſeen no reaſop to ad- 
mit) an encreaſe of wealib, conſequence, ability, and 
Page 15. Power, from an Union; it will ng more tend to encreaſe 
the ſecurity of the empire, as long as any germ of 
diſcontent is left, than an increaſe of blood, ani- 


mal ſpirits, and ſtrength, will be ſafe in a conſti- 
tution which contains a radical and mortal vice. 


Ireland, in its preſent ſituation, might have 
Page 15. ſome of the inconveniences of imperium in imperio, 
ſhould the influence of the Britiſh cabinet be oppo- 
ſed in its parliament, in a queſtion of general con- 
cern. But by referring the deciſion of all ſuch 
queſtions to the Britiſh ſenate, with a due allow- 
ance of weight to Iriſh votes; this inconvenience 
is avoided ; and with very little change, the con- 
ſtitution of Great Britain and Ireland would have 


every advantage of the American Union, with all 
thoſe of an hereditary monarchy. 


The tenderneſs of the Americans for every 
man's right to his own thoughts upon abſtract 
ſubjects, their reſpect for the religious opinions of 
the majority in each ſtate, well deſerve all the 
encomiums the author of this pamphlet beſtows 
upon thein. In this way only can all religious 
ſtruggle and animoſity be prevented, and pro- 
perty ſecured, by replacing government upon its 


proper 


5 01] | 
proper baſis. Thus in the words of Waſhington, 
| which are quoted, ler the conflitution, which you 
now preſent, be the reſult of a ſpirit of amity, and 
of that mutual deference and conceſſion which the 
peculiarity of our political ſituation renders indiſ- 
peuſable.” 


Having followed the author of this moſt in- Page 197 


ſtructive pamphlet (perhaps too diffuſely) through 
the general topics, which the queſtion of an 
Unian naturally ſuggeſts, I return with him now 
to examine the arguments which reſult from the 
particular ſituation of Ireland, as to its property, 
its eſtabliſhments, and religious diviſiens, In the 
application of the general principles to the par- 
ticular cafes, the ſame matter neceſſarily recurs, 
and ſome indulgence may be expected for un- 
avoidable repetitions. The method and order of 
theſe Reconſiderations are not my choice, ſo 
much of their merit or defects I have no ſhare in: 
Nor is it my fault that the religious diſſentions of 
Ireland have taken ſo much place; I followed the 
line of argument laid down. - No part of the bu- 
fineſs to me appears ſo important, yet none of 
the wricings, upon a projected Union, which have 
fallen into my hands, ſeem to have conſidered them 
in the ſame light. I had rather the reaſonable 
claims of the majority of the Iriſh people ſhould be 
unably recommended to notice by me, than bur- 
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ried for ever ſilently and obſcurely, in the grave 
which is digging for them. 


I avoid enlarging upon the origin of property in 
the deſcendants of the Engliſh in Ireland, as tend- 
ing to revive, for no good end, what is nearly 
forgotten. If any ſuperfluous fears upon the ſub- 
ject remain after more than a century of undiſtur- 
bed poſſeſſion, and the different acts of ſecurity, 
J have already pointed out the beſt remedy I know 
of, a guarantee by England; though I confeſs it 
appears to me almoſt as ridiculous, as to guarantee 
the Spaniſh land-holders againſt the claims of the 
Moors. The proportion of Catholic to Proteſ- 
rant, and tnat of property has been admitted to 
fave time. I have the beſt reaſons for believing 
the number of Catholics to be under rated, that 
of property exaggerated, if mercantile and fund- 
ed ſtock, on public and private ſecurity, be taken 
into account. 


Let it, for argument, be nine-tenths. Now, 
where property is admitted to be the baſis of po- 
litical power, as in our conſtitu ion, but zumbers, 
that of natural power and its laſt reſort, as is ad- 
vanced in France: this alone — nine-tenths of the 
property in a fourth of the population, ſeparated 
from the reſt by invidious diſtinctions of religion, 
Joined with the inequalties naturally aiiſing in 

| that 
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that fourth, conſtitutes a precarious ſtate of ſociety, 
and accordingly we find that (page 20) Theſe pro- 
prieters have been obliged to rely upon Britiſh aſſiſtance 
for the preſervation of their properties and exiſtence at 
different periods. (And 27) That Great Britain is 
not pledged upon any ſpecific principle to ſupport one ſect 
more than another. But if added to the humiliation 
| and other inconveniences which the deprivation 
of property brings with it, the remaining tenth of 
it is disfranchiſed, in what manner ſoever it may be 
diſtributed among the three remaining fourths of 
the people, if a Parliament be PS with the Page 25, 
ſole view of excluding them, and other artificial 
motives of ſeparation, envy, and even hatred, be 
maintained between this alarming proportion of 
non-proprietors to proprieters, the danger is increa- 
ſed to a very great degree, and might become deſ- 
perate, were all hope of bettering their condition 
cut off. In every government, ſays a very deep 
political writer, Quot ſunt mopes in republica tot 
hoſtes habeat neceſſe eſt, præſertim ſublatd emergend; l 
he. — Mariana de regis inſtitutiune. Here two 4 
great politcians are at iſſue, for the author of the 1 
arguments (p. 28) ſays, on the contrary, hen 1 
once the hope of changing is at an end, and the hope 
of forcing ſuch a change deſtroyed, diſſatisfaction would 
ſink into acquieſcence, and acquieſcence into content, 
Here the people of Ireland, of all denominations, 
for this is addreſſed to them all, may ſce through 1 
G 3 ; what _— 
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what a ſoft and natural progreſſion their leading 


characters are preparing to conduct them to hap- 
pineſs. | | 


T ſhall now endeavour to lay before my reader 
(fill following the Pamphlet) the ſtate of ſociety 


in Ireland, where we have juſt remarked this lcad- 


ing feature. 

The religion of three men out of four, which is 
the religion of the country, is Catholic, and is al- 
lowed no ſupport from government. The religion 
of one man out of four is Proteſtant, which is 
the religion of the ſtate, and is endowed with the 
tithe of the whole kingdom, beſides great property 
in land. One man in ſeven is Preſbyterian, and 


Page 31, his religion, is alſo ſupported by the government. 


Many other ſects exiſt in {mall numbers and unno- 
ticed by government. Such are the barricrs which 
prejudice reinforced by ignorance, and incited by 
every little paſſton, has placed between man and 
man in that Iſland, 


Among the peaſantry, the proportion of Ro- 
man Catholics is much greater. They are the 
pooreſt peaſantry in the world, get lealt for the ir 
work, and pay. moſt for their land; have the moſt 


numerous families, and have no help from their 


pariſhes to ſupport them, Aſter paying a tithe, 
exacted generally with very great rigour, to ſup» 
port 


— 
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port the eſtabliſhed religion, of which they never - 


hear but by the tithe- proctor, they muſt out af 
their poverty pay ſomething to their own prieſt, 


who, ' nearly as poor as themſelves, lives with 


them and renders them many ſervices. Here I 
cannot help remarking, that long before America 
was ſuppoſed to have ſet the example, or China 
had become an object of inquiry, Ireland had 
ſolved the problem ſo much diſputed by politi- 
cians, and had ſhewn a country with a religion an- 


ſwering all the purpoſes of morality and good order, 
without revenue, and certainly without encourage- 


ment from the ſtate, or ſupport from the civil law, 
No one can ſay that the immenſe church-eſta- 
bliſhment is neceſſary or uſeful in general to the 
. people of the country, But that revenue, fairly 
belongs to the ſtate no one has any claim upon it. 
After the people have provided for themſelves in 
their homely way, and at their own expence, if our 
legiſlators chooſe to indulge in the luxury of a 
ſplendid eſtabliſhment, they are perfectly free, 
as they are the beſt and only competent judges of 
the application of the public money, 


If, notwithſtanding all theſe diſadvantages, any 


perſon of this deſcription ſhould acquire property, 
it is not the ſame thing as that property acquired by 
a Proteſtant or a Preſbyterian. Oflate years, indeed, 
it gives him a vote, but he cannot give that vote to 


any perſon of the ſame way of thinking, or in the | 
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ſame intereſts as himſelf: that is all the conſe-, 
quence his property can give him. He may hear 
of others, by their induſtry or their ſucceſs in ſpe- 
culations or inventions, becoming verv great men, 
Members of Parliament, nay, even Peers of the 
Realm. He meets, every day, men born in the 
loweſt claſſes of his perſuaſion, who have acquired 
theſe advantages by taking up another religion; 
but his prieſt has told him, it is ſinful to do it 
from any other motive but conviction ; and the 
world ſays, it is diſhonourable to do it for intereſt. 
He has beſides the mortification every day to hear 
thoſe men, whom he remembers as low as himſelf, 
telling him that it is no diſadvantag? to him to be 
excluded, becauſe he has ſo ſmall a chance of r. ſing, 
as if it were no diſadvantage not to be able to place 
his vote where he has placed his confidence, and to 
indulge a hope for himſelf which he ſees realized in 
his neighbour, And theſe are the men who make 
him feel his ſituation molt bitterly, by treating him 
with contempt and ridicule, and leaning very hard 
upon him with the power they have acquired. 
The feelings of the gentlemen are ſtill more hurt, 
becauſe they hear that language from men, born 
and educared in a line much beneath them. They 
cannot fit in Parliament, and are excluded from 
the great civil and military offices, the lower ones 
they have very little chance of, being generally 
given to men with Parliamentary influence. Many 
of them have oh ame? very great military know- 
ledge 


f 1 


ledge in foreign ſervices, but they can never hope 
to be placed in ſituations to diſplay it. They 
feel hurt again, that they ſhould appear to be miſ- 
truſted, and not allowed to fit in Parliament, when 
their peaſantry were allowed a vote for any Peron 
not of their perſuaſion. 


This inferiority muſt make ſociety unpleaſant, 
or at leaſt very little intereſting to them. And it 
1s to be conlidered, that thelc religious opinions 
were not wantonly or inconſiderately taken up, 
but have been in the country time out of mind; 


that they are ſpread through three millions of 


people, and have reſiſted nearly two centuries of 
bitter perſecution: ſo that no reaſonable hope can 
be entertained of eradicating them by force. One 
of the tenets of this religion is to be faithful to 
your king, or whatever government you live un- 
der; and they ſuffered very much for acting up 
to it, before they underſtood that the ſtate had 
called in a new king: the family of their old ſo- 
vereign is now extintt, and conſequently no ſcru- 
ple can remain in the breaſt of the leaſt informed 
man, but that his allegiance, as a religious duty, 
is transferred to the family now on the throne. 
Indeed this ſentiment has long prevailed. Late 
events furniſh one of the ſtrongeſt proofs that can 
exiſt, . of the tendency of Roman Catholic prin- 


ciples to loyalty, Every means that human 
* could deviſe, argument, wit, ridicule, 


ſeduction 
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ſeduction of every kind, were uſed to overthrow 


this religion, before any attempt could be made 
to overturn the throne in France. I ſay this re- 
ligion, becauſe whoever is converſant with the 
works of theſe precurſors of revolution, muſt 
know that their wit and ridicule was aimed more 
at the Catholic religion than at any other. The 
leaders of the French Calviniſts were leaders of 
the Revolution; Barnave, Rabaud de St. Etienne, 
&c. &c. Scarcely any of the Roman Ca- 
tholic dignified Clergy appeared but to oppoſe its 
attrocities; many of them fell martyrs to their 
principles. 


The ſame thing was doing in Ireland, (I hope 
not with the ſame deſign). And the common peo- 
ple began to yield to the contempt and contumely 
which 1 ignorant men of confined education, or men 
of better information and worſe principles, were 
conſtantly throwing out againſt their religion, 
without taking care to put another in its place. 
Their reſpect for their prieſts was weakened, as in 
the late rebellion it appeared; the common people 
were led away, but very few Roman Catholic 
gentlemen, no ſuperior Roman Catholic clergy- 
men, and out of ſome thouſands a very ſmall 
number of prieſts were concerned ; while the Di- 
rectory and leading members were Proteſtants and 
Preſbyterians. 1 do not 8 this frem party ſpirit, 
7 either 


TY 


either in politics or religion ; I hate it, for the 
miſchief i it has done and is till doing in both; 
but to prove, that the religion which the people 
of Ireland are attached to is inimical to revolu- 
tion, and does not in the leaſt interfere with any 
legal form of government which ſociety may aſ- 
ſume. Thoſe who have meditated on that epocha 
of modern hiſtory, when the reformation and ſome 
other great events conſtituted a new æra among 
mankind, muſt have perceived the ſpirit of free 
thinking in religion and in government, ariſing 
together, walking hand in hand, and appearing in 
the ſame monſtrous ſhapes — the Anabaptiſts at 
Munſter—the round- heads, independents, levellers, 
and many as extravagant, all over Germany, where 
it was moſt widely diffuſed. 


The Roman Catholics, till very lately, beſides 
theſe inconveniences of excluſion and ſupporting 
two religions, were ſubj:& to many other penal 
laws ; or to ſpeak more properly, many laws were 
paſſed, during two centuries, to render property 
inſecure, to prevent the cultivation of land, the 
interior confidence of families, the extenſion of 
trade, or the employment of the talents or genius 


of three-fourths of the people in civil or military 


affairs For, let men think themſelves ever fo 
free; they are as much ſlaves to the aggregate 
body of the ſtate, and work for it as really, as the 

H ſlaves 
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ſaves on a plantation in Jamaica do for their 
maſter, who cannot hurt one of their little fingers 
without hurting himſelf. No more can the ſtate 
put the ſmalleſt impediment in the way of any 
man's welfare, or take away any motive for his 
exertions, without dimiſhing its own proſperity 
Page 20. in the very ſame proportion. But the Catholics 
having ſhewn great power at the revolution (or 
rather, great zeal in their attachment to a king 
whoſe title was then at leaſt doubtful) were Jong 
ſubject to a ſevere code of laws, Within theſe few 
years, the greater part of the laws have been re- 


not conceive that they enjoy a complete toleratien, while 
the profeſſion of their religion ſubjects them to pri- 
vations and humiliations which would be deemed a 
very ſevere puniſhment for one who had, in a high 
degree, incurred the animadverſion of the laws; to 
be declared unworthy of confidence, excluded from 


a ſhare in the legiſlature, from places of honour 
and of truſt. 


Though many make light of this ſentence, who 
are not under it, they ſhould recolle& that it is not 
the thing itſelf only, but the idea alſo which men 
attach to it; that is grievous to the feeling. Do 
theſe men think that the Catholic Gentry for- 
feited, with their property and their rights, the 
genius and talents which they may derive from 


nature 


pealed ; but it is true, as we read, page 20, they do 
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nature or from education? Do the attainders of 


an Iriſh Parliament extend to every ſentiment of 
generous emulation and honeſt ambition 1n their 
minds? Have the ſprings of noble exertion loſt 
all rheir elaſticity under the weight of oppreſſion ? 
Deprived of the fair opportunities of indulging 
them, it would have been merciful indeed to haye 
deprived them of thoſe ſentiments. But they have 
ſtill ſouls left to envy the feelings of a Howe or 
a Nelſon, of every man whoſe happineſs it has 
been to have ſerved his country. When they 
Join in the exultation of the parents, the children, 
the friends, the common acquaintances, of theſe 
great men, an involuntary tear will ſometimes 
ſtart into the eye, a bitter thought intrude itſelf 


into the breaſt, of the poor Sch Catholic. 


Sometimes he will be ready to exclaim, I or mine 
might have aſpired to ſome little ſhare in theſe 
triumphs! How unſatisfactory are the little ho- 
nours he has been allowed to glean in foreign 
fields, while he is excluded from the rich harveſts 
of his country's glory. Theſe feelings reaſon can- 
not ſubdue, though ſhe may inforce ſubmiſſion 
and patient reſignatian. But fo deeply implanted 
in the meaneſt reptile that crawls upon the con- 
fines of life is the hatred of oppreſſion, ſo con- 
ſcious of it are mankind, ſo very difficult it is to 
forgive thoſe whom we have wronged, that even 
in the hour of danger the ſervices of the Catho- 

„5 lie 
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lic appear to be accepted with diffidence, and he 
has the mortification of hearing continually the 
molt illiberal inſinuations and ſuſpicions thrown” 
out againſt the body of men to which he belongs. 


f 
: 


by 3 ' 591538 


Is it conſiſtent with the candour this writer pro- 
feſſes, to aſſert, that they demand an alteration in 
Lise a 5 the parliamentary conſtitution to give their numbers 

* proportionate poπ¼πẽer? Thole are the men who ex- 
poſe regular governments to ſuch alterations; who, 
by puttipg property in oppoſition to numbers, fa- 
your the ſyſtem which 1s ſpreading faſt through 
Europe. The Catholics of Ireland ſupplicate oniy 
that they may be admitted to political equality 
with the Proteſtants, not in proportion to their 
numbers, which 1s not the conſtitutional baſis of 
repreſentation with us; but in proportion to their 
property, which is. They ſupplicate the govern- 
ment of Ireland not to ſap the foundation of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, which they preſume they have 
a right to enjoy, in common with all his majeſty's 
ſubjects, by depriving property of its rights in 
the Rate, not to contribute to the ruin of ſociety, 
by adding to the weight of numbers againſt pro- 
perty, by breakings the graduated links of the 
chain which unites theſe two claſſes, and by fur- 

niſping arguments to evil minded perſons to ſe- 
Page 21. duce the weak. The reigns of Elizabeth, Charles, 
: and James, are long paſt. It is needleſs to revive 
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old quarrels and mutual accuſation; but they in- 
treat that they may not be injufed, nor the ſtate 
expoſed to danger, by weakening the ties of ſo- 
ciety, becauſe the Proteſtants fancy they diſcover Page 21, 


ſimilar views in the preſent unhappy conteſt. But 
that conteſt appears of a nature entirely its own, 
with not one feature of ſimilarity to the, times 
alluded to. No Catholic power, no Pope, no Pre- 


tender, can be alledged to have incited it. Do all 


you can, it will ever appear more a war upon the 
ſy ſtem of numbers againſt property, of no religion 
againſt all religion, than of Catholic againſt Pro- 
teſtant, 

Is it not to be feared that maintaining religious 
diſtinctions and excluſions will abet that ſyſtem 
and diſparage the general cauſe of religion and 


regular government? There can be little danger Page 21. 


in allowing them to obtain power in proportion 
to their property, when nine-tenths of it is not 
theirs, with a Proteſtant King, and Proteſtant 
Houſe of Peers where he only can admit them. 
To reſtore their parliamentary eſtabliſhment. to 
its fair and natural baſis, is at all times, but now 


more than ever, the beſt guarantee of its ſafety 


and importance. The Catholics ſet up no claim 
to their eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment; if they have 
any fears for it, it may eaſily be ſecured to them 


by a guarantee from England, as has been prac- 


tiſed in many fimilar inſtances in Germany. 
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When the Catholics were reſtrained, by a code 
of laws, which, though ſo lately abrogated, the 
world will ſcarce believe cyer to have exiſted, — 
Does the author mean to aſſert, that the Iriſh na- 
tion, poor, ſpiritleſs, and contemptible, did not feel 
its ſufferings, becauſe it had not force ro complain? 
What was the boaſted tranquillity it enjoyed? 
Solitudinem faciunt, — pacem appellant. The im- 
provement of the country, as ſoon as thoſe re- 
ſtrictions were taken off, was rapid beyond 1 imagi- 
nation. As the Catholic roſe along with it from 
abject poverty, is it wonderful that he ſhould 
petition, that ten or a thouſand acres of land ſhould 
have the ſame rights in his hands as in his neigh- 
bours? 5 

It is deſirable, ſays the author of the pamphlet, 
to caſt a veil over recent circumſtances. I join 
with him; but, if that veil is artfully contrived 
to admit inſinuations, injurious to a large body af 
men, painful as it may be, it muſt be removed. 


Ht cannot be boped, it is ſaid, page 22, that the 
Prateſtants, under the preſent temper and feelings, 
will ſurrender their political power, much leſs be | 
perſuaded they can do it with ſafety. It is acknow- . 
ledged, through every page of this candid pub- 
lication, that they cannot keep it with ſafety with- 
out the interference of Great Britain; and, page 


Pf | 27> 


EW 1 

27, it is alledged, and all through the work it is 
inſinuated, that Great Britain is not pledged to 
ſupport them in it. It is declared to be an un- 
natural ſyſtem. Many other epithets are directly 
or indirectly applied to it, through the courſe of 
the work which it is needleſs to repeat. This 
language is very plain; it is eaſy to ſee that, to 
get rid of a troubleſome queſtion at any rate, is 
the main object of the Union as it is here pro- 
poſed. To what ſhifts are men driven, when fair 
principle is abandoned; to think to get rid of a 
difficulty by a change of form, while the grounds 
of it are not only allowed to remain but con- 
firmed, is deceiving ourſelves and ſtruggling 
againſt conviction. 


The wiſeſt and faireſt way for the Proteſtants 


of Ireland to ſecure political power, is to put it 


on the ſafe and broad baſis of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution; to give up a dangerous, troubleſome mo- 
nopoly ; and truſt to their capital in the ſtate (ten 
times greater than what can ſet up againſt them) 
and to the 1mmenſe advantages in the conſtitu- 


tional legiſlature of which they are fairely in poſ- 


ſeſſion. But · the Catholics, they ſay, being ſo 
much ſuperior in number, will ſoon acquire a 
dangerous ſuperiority in property. If, vithout 
ruining the ſtate, you cannot hinder them from 
acquiring property, is it not ſafer to let that pro- 
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[ 56 ] 
perty, by ſlow degrees, into a fair ſhare of influ- 
ence, than to let it grow up under a ſyſtem of 
diſcontent, till it forces itſelf at once into power 


by its accumulated weight ? 


One cannot help pitying a goverthmeht which 
ſeems to be in conſtant terror of the proſperity of 
its own ſubjects. Their number, their riches, 


their ſpirit, their civil or military talents, are fo 


many objects of fear. Such a government can 
ſubſiſt only by taking as much pains to keep its 
ſubjects poor, weak, ignorant, and mean, as other 
princes take to make theirs wealthy, powerful, en- 
lightened, war-like, and high-ſpirited; 


In the next ſentence, the ſupporers of theſe 
claims of the Roman Catholics to political equa- 
lity, in proportion to their property, are ſet down 


as open oppoſers or ſecret ill-wiſhers to the go- 


vernment. For my part, I think the moſt trea- 


cherous enemy to the government is he who 
' wiſhes to leave it expoſed in theſe times to the 
- operation of ſuch dangerous principles, as exclu- 
ſion of the majority of a people, and religious 
_ diſqualification, This excluſion of the tiers tat 
from ſome places of honour and truſt, though no- 


thing like the excluſion of the Roman Catholics 
in Ireland, was a great cauſe of envy and diſcon- 
tent, and gave many ſupporters to the revolution 

in 


1 


in its firſt ſtages. ' Next to him, I think, he is an 
enemy to his country who deſtroys the confidence 


between man and man, by inſinuating that every 
perſon, who happens to be obnoxious to his ſpleen 
or his prejudice, or his favourite ſyſtem, is a 
traitor, or at leaſt a ſuſpicious and dangerous cha- 
rater, In the name of God, how are we to unite 
againſt our enemy, if this principle pf mutual 
diſtruſt for differences of opinion gains ground as 
it does among us. 


How ſincerely do J join in the wiſh, that it Page 21. 
were poſſible to bury all that has paſſed in benevo- 
lent oblivion. But when the foundations of ſociety _ 
are broken up, and torn aſunder, when no other X 
human means can fave us from he ruin which 
is nodding over our heads but unanimity, I have 
another wiſh, ſtill nearer to my heart, it is, that 
nothing be taken, to ſatisfy party and prejudice» 
from the ſtrength of the laſt tie that remains—our 
common intereſt; — that it be truly a common 
cauſe, equal in its advantages and its dangers, 
where every heart and oy: hand may unite 
without reſerve,, 


I am now come to that important truth which page 23. 
modern political writers upon religious eſtabliſhments, 
as I am informed, /ay down as a principle: That 
every ſtate ought to eſtabliſh the reli gious ſect which 
is moſt numerous, If the neceſſity or even the bare 
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utility of religion in a ſtate be admitted, this truth 
forces itſelf upon the mind moſt adverſe to con- 
viction, as imperiouſly as thoſe axioms which no 
arguments can render clearer. If a religion be 
not eſtabliſhed for the people of a country, for 
whom is it eſtabliſhed? But if another modern 
political principle be adopted, that a ſtate ſhould 
not have any religious eſtabliſhment, then, as we 
can ſcarcely deny that religion is a great help to 
morality, good order, and government, no ob- 
ſtacle at leaſt ſhould be put in the way of that 
which, profeſſed and obſtinately adhered to by the 
majority of a country, without having any eſta- 
bliſhment, has anſwered all the true purpoſes of 
religion. If a different perſuaſioa be preferred 
by the leading people of the ſtate, I believe the 
wiſcſt way to bring over the multitude to it, would 
be to leave ic to its own merits, ſupported by the 
zeal and vi:tue of its paſtors, without any inter- 
ference of temporal power. The revenue en- 
Joy<d by the church is part of the common ſtock, 
left to the direction of the ſtaie to employ to the 
beſt advantage of the community; the Iriſh legiſ- 
lature is che only comp-tent judge, »hetheri in Ireland 
ic be right or wrong co apply it to the eſtabliſhment of 
the Proteſtant church. Tac Roman Catholics can- 


not have, and do not pretend to, any claim upon 


it; and I admit, with the author of the pamphlet, 
that if the government, out of its wiſdom or ge- 
neroſity, offers a portion of it as a ſtipend to theix 


paſtors, 


r 
paſtors, as there exiſts neither right nor obligation Page 25. 
on either ſide, conditions may be attached to what 
is frecly given. But theſe paſtors remain free to 
follow the dictates of their conſcience, and of 
their prudence, in accepting or refuſing this pro- 
viſion, | | 


It is aſſerted, that, by the repeal of the teſt- 
oaths, the Proteſtant eſtabliſhment would become 4 


public wrong. As we are arguing upon things, Pagezz- 


not words, I cannot conceive how the repeal of 
oaths, if it is not one before, made to exclude 
three-fourths of the people from the legiſlature, 
can make it one. Among theſe oaths, I ſuppoſe is 
included that of abjuration, which is as violent an 
inſult to the religion of our allies, the firſt nations 
on the continent of Europe, as the abominable 
oath of hatred to royalty, ſer up as a teſt in 
France, is to their form of government. 


The next is a very old objection, which I ne- 


ver could underſtand how any well- informed man 
could make twice. 7 


The moſt numerous religious ſet does not acknows- 
ledge the ſupremacy of the' fate, but profeſſes to be 


ſubject to a foreign juriſdition—Their religion could Page 23: 


not be eſtabliſhed, without deſtroying the conſtitution, 
which is founded on the principles of civil and ec- 
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clefiaſtical liberty and the excluſion of fare: gn intef= 
ference and juriſdiction. 


This may be an objection to their having a re- 
ligious eſtabliſhment, but is no argument againſt 
their being admitted to a ſhare in the legiſlature, 
where a Proteſtant King, a Proteſtant Houſe of 
Peers, nine-tenths of the Property of the coun- 
try, which 1s the baſis of repreſentation, are in 
Proteſtant hands; and, if neceſſary, a guarantee by 
England is a ſufficient ſecurity againſt any attempt 
they might make in that way, though I do not 
believe that even with an eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment 
any foreign juriſdiction could pretend to interfere, 


But the ſupremacy of the State, of the Lords, 
Commons, and King, their ſole right to manage 
the concerns, eſtabliſhment, faith, and diſcipline, 
of the church of England, with all the authority 
which their Biſhops may poſſeſs over the mem- 
bers of that church, was, I believe, never denied 
by any Catholic in any part of the world. They 
certainly do not admit the King of England to be 
the ſpiritual head of the Roman Catholic church. 
Nor do the Preſbyterians admit him to be the 
head of theirs. But this was not a reaſon for ex- 
cluding the Scotch from a ſhare in the legiſlature 
of the country they were united to. Why, then, 

ſhould it exclude the Iriſh? 
: As 


* 


As to the foreign juriſdiction, to which it is ſaid 

the Roman Catholics are ſubject (which has been 

the conſtant anſwer to all their claims; and is now 
the only plauſible one) at 1s neceſſary, before we 

enter upon it, to explain what a juriſdiction is: 
this requires ſome attention, and is deſerving of it. 

It is the plea of men living under the ſame ſove- 

reign, and the ſame laws, ſupporting them vith 

their fortunes, and ready to ſupport them with 

their lives, aſking for nothing from their fellow- 

ſubjects but an equal ſhare in the benefits, as in the 

burdens, of the ſtate. 


The definition of juriſdiction is, poteſtas di- 
cendi jus; for which I cannot find a better tranſ-_ 
lation than the power of pronuuuncing law, or rather 
of pronouncing ſentence; which neceſſarily implies 1 
a tribunal, with the means of enforcing it. Now f , 
in no country in the world, Roman Catholic or | 
otherwiſe, can any tribunal exiſt, deriving from | 
the Roman Catholic religion, or any ſentence be {4 
enforced affecting a man in any way whatſoever, in 7 
his liberty, life, property, or any part of his civil 
or natural exiſtence, without the permiſſion of the 4 
ſovereign of that country. Such is the doctrine | 
of Spain, Portugal, and- all the Roman Catholic 
countries in the world, who all, as well as England, 
diſclaim the interference of a foreign juriſdiction, 
and puniſh thoſe who pretend to maintain it in 
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oppoſition to the laws of the ſovereign. Magna 
Charta, the foundation of civil liberty, as well as the 
Statutes of Præmunire which ſecured eccleſiaſtical 
liberty, were acts of Roman Catholic Parliaments. 


If an eccleſiaſtical court, or foreign juriſdiction, 
exiſt, it can only be by the conſent of the prince; 
to that conſent, and not to the Roman Catholic 
religion, of which it is no inherent part, are the 
inconveniences of it to be aſcribed. This is the 
deciſion of the ableſt lawyers and di vines all over 
the world. It is that of Cxjas, the oracle of the 
law in Europe in the ſixteenth century. His an- 
ſwer to all religious diſputes was, Nil hoc ad editt- 
um pretoris — They have nothing to do with the 
law of the land. Fleury, the great hiſtorian of 
the church, is of the ſame opinion; he declares 
orthodox, and perfetly conformable to the true 
doctrine, the deciſion pronounced in the empire, 


That the Pope, nor the whole church together, cannot 


infli# any coercive puniſhment on any man, whatſoever 


bis crimes may be, unleſs the Emperor gives him 


power to do it. 


The ſpiritual authority which the church poſ- 
ſeſſes has no ſanction, no coercive power, in this 


life; its object does not come under the ſenſes, 
is not in this world, and can in no way come in 
contact with civil exiſtence. 


1 I cannot 


1 4 1 


I cannot ſce, in this, any right the Pope can be 
ſaid to have to à real and eſſential juriſdiction in 
Ireland. Philoſophy enters as much into the 
common concerns of life as divinity. It would 
be a ſtrange objection to the ſyſtem of Ariſto- 
tle or Copernicus, that it was a foreign inter- 
ference. | 


It remains with the legiſlature of Ireland to 
give or to withhold a church eſtabliſhment to the 
Roman Catholics. But, exiſting as they do with- 
out one, and without pretending to any right to 
one, I do not ſee why admitting them into the 
legiſlature would be deſtroying à conſtitution found- 
ed on the principles of civil and eccleſiaſtical liberty, 
and the excluſion of foreign interference and . 
euer 


I admit, that to put the Roman Catholics in 
poſſeſſion of the church eſtabliſhment of Ireland, 
with its wealth, influence, and juriſdiction, to al- 
low their Biſhops to fit in Parliament (which na 
power on earth bur King, Lords, and Commons, 
can do) would be inconvenient and dangerous 
to all ſides. But I never can admit, that there is 
any thing in the Roman Catholic religion hoſtile 
to the principles of civil and eccleſiaſtical liberty, 
or to the excluſion of foreign interference. 


The 
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The nomination of a biſhop unacknowledged 
by the ſtate, whether by the Pope, his cardinals, 
; or any body elſe, without reyenue, without a tri- 
. bunal, without a particle of power, or the means 
| of enforcing any act, cannat be fairly called a dan. 
gerous interference of real and eſſential juriſdiction. 
The Pope and all the Roman Catholic church 
have not in the Iriſh ſtate, nor pretend to have, 
the power of the meaneſt yeſtry. 
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Would it not be juſt, then, to hear the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland, by their counſel, at the bar 
of the Iriſh and Engliſh Parliament, before the 
ſubjection of ſo large a body of men to ſo ſevere 
a ſentence is formally confirmed, and before the 
Engliſh Parliament calmly (with no circumſtances 
of palliation)* in the eyes of the whole world, 
make the Engliſh nation a partner in ſuch an act? 
If what I ſay be true, if they are ready to take 
every oath of allegiance ' which their fellow-ſub- 
jects take, they ſubmit to the juſtice of their 
3 legiſlators and the feeling of the Engliſh people, 
4 whether it be not hard that ſo large a portion of 
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4 the ſtate ſhopld be deprived of their rights in a 
1 " way which could. not happen to the meaneſt trading 
"= company or corporation? 
14 May I here, without running into obſolete reli- 
1 gious diſpute, ſay a few words upon a part of hiſ- 
| tory 
1 k | | 
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tory which has been much confounded and miſ- 
underſtood. The power which Popes have been 

accuſed of arrogating over the princes of Europe, 
has been loudly complained of; but that power 
vwas entirely foreign to their ſpiritual authority, and 
to the Roman Catholic religion, which has been 
moſt unjuſtly involved in all the hatred which 
their conduct has ſo naturally created. If a king 
of England could do wrong, it would be as unfair 
to lay that wrong upon the church of * 
becauſe he is the head of it. 


In the times of n the duty to the feudal 
lord was a ſacred tie. There was a fort of mag- 
nanimity, very congenial to the ſpirit of chivalry, 
in paying it .with all its circumſtances of humilia- 
tion, where it might have been refuſed without 
danger. It was in thoſe days the triumph of 
right over force. The Kings of England did 
homage, on their knees, with all its humbling 
ceremonies, to the Kings of France, for Guienne, 
&c. Many ſtates, and England among the reſt, 
with more zeal perhaps than wiſdom, acknow- 
ledged the feudal ſuzerainty of the Biſhop of 
Rome. The King of Naples does homage for his 
crown, by ſending a white palfrey to the Pope. 
But all this has nothing to do with religion, 
though in times too paſſionate to diſcriminate, it 
drew upon it a great ſhare of obloquy, 

K Ip} The 
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The next argument is full of ingenuity, and de- 
ſerves particular attention, becauſe I have obſer- 
ved that it has had ſome weight at firſt ſight. We 


age 26, are told gravely, that, by the Union, Treland 


would be in a natural ſituation ; for all the Proteſ- 
tants of the empire being united, ſhe would have the 
proportion of * fourteen to three, in favour of her eſta- 
bliſhment ; whereas, at preſent, there is a proportion 
of three to one againſt it. | 


To. anſwer this in its own way. In the firſt 
place, admitting that the government is in an An- 
natural ſituation, becauſe it is in a minority of 


Page 26. the people, @ fortiori, muſt that act, by which it 


gives away the rights of the majority, be an un- 
natural one, and in logic invalid — 45 initio. To 
ſell the eſtate is a ſtrange way of mending a bad 


Page 26, title, But even ſuppoſing, for argument ſake, 


that, the legiſlature which commits this act has 
not (as this writer aſſerts it has) this natural flaw. 
Suppoſing it, for a moment, in @ natural ſituation, 
not diſagreeing with its theory, What a principle 
to admit, that the majority can deprive the mino- 
rity at once of its political liberty. If ſo, one ma- 
jority is all a wicked miniſter need look for, to be 


This ſuppoſes 17 millions of inhabitants in Great Britain, 
and Ireland, excluſive of Preſbyterians and all other Secs, 
not Catholics, or of the Church of England. 


* 


legally 
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legally and naturally for ever maſter of the coun- 

try. He may ſhut the door of the parliament- 
houſe at once againſt a troubleſome minority and 
their conſtituents, — To vote all the Catholics of 
Ireland and England a minority, then to deprive, 
of their political rights, this immenſe body of 
men, almoſt a nation, when the numbers of the 

Catholics of Ireland are united to the rank and 
wealth of thoſe of England, is an application of 
the principle, upon ſuch a ſcale, as will take in, 
when neceſſary, any ſet of men — Weſt Indians 
— Eaſt Indians — Scotchmen — Welſhmen, or 
one half 4% one, of all England. Is it an idle fear, 
that what is done may poſſibly be done again ? 
Is there no danger in ſanctioning this principle? 
Men will not be tricked in this manner out of 
their feelings, eſpecially Iriſhmen, whoſe hearts 
are ſaid to be more ſuſceptible than their heads. 
Not one of them will believe you when you tell 
him, upon the word and honour of an Engliſh-- 
man, that he went to bed in a great majority, but 
that, without having even dreamed of it, he 
awoke in a minority of fourteen to three, without 
having one ſingle word to ſay againſt this natural 
privation of his rights for ever. 

But are bounds to be ſet to the omniponence of 
parliament ? yes, the bounds which the Almighty 
has ſet to his own infinite power — Juſtice. 

K 2 How 
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Page 31. - How tortuous is the application of this argu- 


ment to the Preſbyterian. In the ſame breath he 
is told his importance and power is to riſe by joining 
the diſſenting intereſt of England; while, by the 
ſame operation, the Roman Catholic is to loſe all 
his for ever, wh 


It is difficult, we are told, to comprehend the wi/- 
dom of their junction with the Roman Catholics, It 
is indeed difficult to comprehend the wiſdom of 
that ſyſtem which drove Proteſtant, Preſbyterian, 
and Catholic, into a deſperate Union againſt it. 


What a paltry bribe 1s held out to them 1n the 
probable modus for tithes? What an ill-placed 
indecent inſination, that their. predeliction for 
their church diſcipline is obſolete! That, though 
ſome people conceive the contrary, they will rather 
fall in with the epiſcopal church of England. than 
with the excellent diſcipline of their brethren of 
Scotland, That it is nothing but early prejudice 
and cuſtom which makes them prefer the ſimple 
exhortation of their elder, in their humble meeting- 
houſe, to the pride, pomp, and circumſtance of wor- 
ſhip in the cathedral of Derry. 


To comfort this numerous claſs of the inhabi- 
tants of Ireland, under the hardſhips they 
are doomed to bear, (it would be inſulting 

1 5 the 


„ 


the Britiſh conſtitution to ſay, that it is no hard- 
ſhip to be excluded from it), they are told, that 
they would do well to reſt ſatisfied with a much great- 
er degree of toleration than the Proteſtants have ever 
enjoyed under a Catholic flate. 


There is more of paſſion in this argument than 
of juſtice or of generoſity, and leſs of ſound rea- 
ſoning than of either. Admitting the poſition ; 
what an inference! We muſt regulate our con- 
duct by the miſconduct of others. Proving the 
aſſertion to be falſe, as I ſhall do, it will appear 
founded in prejudice, and ſupported by not the 
beſt information, If a prejudice of this ſort at- 
fected the unhappy objects of it alone, it would 
only be ungenerous; but, affecting the ſtrength 
and happineſs of the ſtate, to maintain and en- 
force it by ungrounded inſinuation is at leaſt un- 
wiſe. It is a dangerous aſſertion, tending to de- 
prive us of the example of other great and wiſe 
ſtates in a ſimilar predicament, and to ſhut our 
eyes to the good effects of the regulations they 
have ſo long ago adopted. 


No precedent of religious diſqualification can 
be found to apply fairly to Ireland, a Catholic 
country, with a Proteſtant ſtate, In no country 
that I know of, where the Proteſtants are even 
one-third of the inhabitants, are they ſubjected to 


any 


Page 31, 
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any ſort of diſqualification. In Catholic countries 
where they are not one-tenth part of the popula- 


tion they enjoy the ſame rights and the ſame ſhare 


in the government as the Catholics. In Spain, 
Portugal, and Italy, there is ſcareely a percep- 
tible number of Proteſtant ſubjects. At the time 
of the revocation of the Edict of Nantz they 
were a very ſmall proportion of the population of 
France. If I mention this event, it is with every 
mark of diſapprobation. It is one of the proofs, 
that no nation can ever indulge its feelings in re- 
ligious perſecution without ſuffering from its ef- 
fects. The Proteſtants in thoſe parts of France 
where they were in any proportion to the Catho- 
lics, were exactly in the ſame ſituation as they. 
Such was the caſe of Alſatia, ceded to France by 
the treaty of Munſter; the rights of the Proteſ- 
tants in that province were reſpected. An order 


of military merit was inſtituted for ſuch as ſcrupled 


to accept that of St, Lewis. Mr, Necker, who was 
prime miniſter; Mareſchal Saxe, many years 
commander in chief of the armies of France; 
Mareſchal Lovendal; Mareſchal Luckner; Gene- 
ral Wurmſer, and innumerable other Proteſtants 
were high in civil and military rank in France. 
The chapter of St. Thomas, in the city of Straſ- 
bourgh, where the Marſchal de Saxe is buried, 
belongs to the Proteſtants. It- is well worth our 


while to conſider in what manner Germany calmed 
the - 


* 
the ſpirit of the religious diſſention, that dreadful 
ſcourge of nations, which, at intervals during 
more than a century, and for thirty years together, 
without interruption, deluged that immenſe coun- 
try with the blood of its inhabitants. After that 


long period of hatred and mutual diſtruſt, ef war 
and devaſtation, to which the rival pretenſions of 


Catholic and Proteſtant had given riſe, but in 


which as it neyer fails to happen, no human paſ- 


ſion was without its ſhare, there was an interval 
of reaſon. The claims of the two parties were 
calmly taken into conſideration; and the facility 


with which they were definitively ſettled by nego- 


ciation, proved the folly of their bloody and inef- 
fectual conteſts. The emoluments of the church 
(that continual motive of contention) were di- 
vided to the ſatisfaction of both parties. The 
bounds of civil power were traced out without 
partiality, where particular circumſtances ren- 


dered it neceſſary, but oftener left open indifcri- 


minately to both. - Every incitement to religious 
animoſity was carefully removed; and ſo little of 
it remained, that ſome eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſnments 

were poſſeſſed alternately by Proteſtants and Ca- 
tholics, and the ſame church ſerves frequently 
for their worſhip. The Catholic Biſhopric of 
Oſnabourg is one, and I have never heard that 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York has any 


miſtruſt 
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miſtruſt or fear of his Roman Catholic flock. A 
Catholic power, under the adminiſtration. of a 
Cardinal, was moſt inftrumental in procuring theſe 
ſettlements for the Proteſtants of Germany, 


I am almoſt afraid of being accuſed of impo- 
liteneſs, by adducing notorious facts, which may 
look like too groſs and blunt contradictions of 
the aſſertions of a gentleman who ought to have 
ſuch good information upon the ſubject he treats, 
as the author of this publication. But one or two 
facts more I muſt beg leave to mention. | 


There exiſts, in the middle of Europe, a ſtate 
too conſiderable to have eſcaped the notice of a 
profeſſional ſtateſman, which is the very reverſe 
of Ireland, a Roman Catholic government in a 
Proteſtant country; but there, to make the con- 
traſt complete, Proteſtant and Catholic enjoy every 
privilege, without diſtinction. The ſmall but ade- 
quate revenue of the churuh, is given to thoſe 
who do the ſervice of it, in either way. I never 
heard there of religious jealouſy or animoſity. 
The peaſantry are, without any exception, the 
happieſt, moſt comforable, and moſt contented, 
in the world. The higher ranks remarkable for 
their martial and honourable ſpirit; their conſe- 
quence is not in oppoſition to their conſciences; 
4 | their 


* 
their minds are not contracted by prejudice, nor 


demeaned by. mutual diſtruſt, The pho is 
the father of all his ſubjects. 
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But a ſtronger and more extraordinary fact re- 
mains, to confound the friends and abettors of re- 
ligious jealouſy and animoſit ity. The Proteſtants 
of Germany, certainly not indifferent to the, inter- 
eſts of their religion, could not find a properer 
perſon to entruſt them to, than this very Roman 
Catholic Prince, the Elector of Saxony, who is 
ſelected by themſelves to be. the chief of the Pro- 


teſtant Union, and to watch over the execution 
of the treaties made in their favour. 


So intermingled and united are the two re- 


ligions in many parts of Germany, that it is hard 


to ſay to which they belong. The religion of the 
Sovereign of the Palatinate, has been ſometimes 
one, ſometimes the other, without occaſioning the 
Nighteſt diſturbance. 


In the capital of the Palatinate of the Rhine, 
Heidelberg, the Prince's council is compoſed of 
the three free religions, Catholics, Lutherans, 

and Calviniſts. The principal church, which was 
for ſome time an object of contention, is now 


divided between the Lutherans and Catholics, by 


erecting a ſlight partition wall acroſs the building. 
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into at 


Baſle, 


7th Mar. 


1656. 
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The Catholics have the choir, the Lutherans the 
nave, The tithes of the Palatinate are veſted in 
the ſovereign, of whatever religion, and farmed 
or collected by the council. The clergy are paid 
from the fund, according to the duties they per- 
form, in wood, eorn, &c. as well as money. 


In 1656, the Catholics and Proteſtants of Swit- 
zerland came to a ſimilar agreement; and the 
pains which theſe upright and ſimple tepublicans 
took to reſtore concord, pax æterna et fraterna 
amicitia, are very worthy of notice. 

Ac propterea omnibus acerbis explorationibus forte 
exprebationibus, convitiis mordacibus religionis ne- 
gotium cum-primis concernentibus quibus haftenus odia 


aborta ſunt, omnibus cujuſcunque ſtatus et conditionis 
ini wy interdictum ſit. 


* Tt is 3 that all perſons, whatever their rank be, 
abſtain, under the ſevereſt penalties, from all religious bick- 
erings and invectives. 


+ The few public monuments that adorn our country, are 
not erected in the mild, charitable, and politic ſpitit, of this 
treaty. Nor is the inſcription over the town of Bandon, nor 
the very elegant one under a buſt of King William (near to 
the College in Dublin) very honourable teſtimonies of our 
taſte in that ſort of literature, 


All 
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All reaſoning upon the Peerage muſt be ſuf- 
pended, until it be known in what manner it is to 
be diſpoſed of. I acknowledge, in the mean 
time, that I am not convinced by the arguments, 


or rather the aſſertion, of the Pamphlet, that the Page 33. 


eſtates of the ſpiritual or temporal Peers will be 
permanently ſecured by an arrangement which 
leaves every cauſe of diſcontent, to which their 
inſecurity has been conſtantly aſcribed. 


The gentlemen of the bar have already ex- 
preſſed their ſentiments ſo ably, that it would be 


preſumption in me to open my lips upon what 


concerns them. 


Thoſe of landed property, whoſe exiſtence is in 
the very ſail of Ireland, are the perſons moſt 
deeply intereſted in this meaſure ; to them, prin- 
cipally, are all my arguments addreſſed. Twenty 
years purchaſe is a good price for the moſt im- 
proveable farms in Ireland, a. country with every 
| advantage of foil and ſituation; while thirty or 
forty are paid for eſtates at their full value, in 
England, and ſtill more in many parts of the Con- 
tinent. So deep is the curſe. of internal diſſen- 
tion, that the lands of Flanders (the conſtant ſeat 


of war) are ſold generally three times higher than 


thoſe of Ireland, which naturally ought to be tor 
cver exempted from its calamities. The inſe- 
L. 2 : cure, 
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cure, uncomfortable, poſſeſſion of eſtates, at this 
degraded value, is the price we have ſo long eon⸗ 
ſented to pay for a miſerable ſuperiority over a 
wretched population, and the barren indulgence 
of a prejudice, diſcarded for near two centuries 
| fram the civilized Parts of Europe. 


To this diſgraceful, | troubleſame, unnatural, 
preeminence, in oppoſition to every principle, we 
are now going to ſacrifice the independence of 
our” country. But if it be in the nature of the 
effect to remain as long as the cauſe exiſts, we 
| ſhall find ourſelves terribly deceived in our calcu- 
lations of ſecurity and improvement, What in- 
flux of property can we expect from England or 
elſewhere, while we harbour in our country the 
enemy of all property and of every ſocial eſta- 
bliſhment, 


The metropolis and its adjacent countries muſt, 
I think, ſuffer very conſiderably. The magnifi- 
cent ruins, the me lancholy remains of paſt gran- 
deur in thoſe towns on the Continent, which had 
once their, own little independent ſoyereignties, 
Mantua, Verona, Bologna, are fad examples of 
 Vanited States. There is a maalineſs in political 
wiſdom which will conſent to great facrifices for 
| great ends. | But that Dublin, perhaps the third 
city of Europe whoſe progreſs in wealth and ele- 
gance 


E971 
gance for the laſt twenty years, mocks the eompa- 
riſon of EditfBurgh ſince the Union, that Dublin 
ſhould exiſts only to be the aſſylum of wretched 
fugitives, driven from their country manſions by 
civil difſention! Why will it not be ſo? What 
cauſe of internal diſturbance will this Union re- 
move, which is to exclude three-fourths of the 

people of Ireland ? qe 


i 
* 


Let us be no longer blind to our own intereſts. 
We know the cauſe of our misfortunes. It is re- 
ligious prejudice. If we are to make a bargain 
I | with Englrnd, which perhaps it may be wiſe to 
do, let it be a fair one. Why ſhould ſhe hold 
out to us, among her terms, as a douceur, a fal- 
lacious offer of ſecurity for our lives and proper- 
ties againſt each other, when, without. her help, 
we can procure it effectually for ourſelves, Let 
us make our bargain as fair men, and not outbid 
each other in the price we are to pay in common. 
F. ſome ſacrifices muſt be made, as it is admitted, of Page 38 
power, emolument, and importance, it becomes the 
duty of thoſe who have the ' generoſity. to make 
thoſe ſacrifices, ta take care that they be nt made 
in vain, $725 


I have now paſſed in review the leading argu- ; 
ments which have been brought forward in the q 
pamphlet in fayour of an Union: If J have dwelt SM 
| | more | 
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more upon the Roman Catholic gueſtion than 
upon any other, I did it becauſe, the excluſion of 
the Roman Catholics is the only one of the terms 
of it about which we are not left in doubr, and 
fo far the only one fairly before us, What re- 
mains to be noticed will require but a few words, 
which might perhaps have been better placed in 
the preceding pages. I have already faid, but 
not ſo fully as it now ſtrikes me, that Toleration 
and Excluſion ſeem to me incompatible. . Exclu- 
ſion is a diſgraceful puniſhment in our govern- 

ment. Men are excluded and declared unworthy 
to fit in parliament for diſhonourable practiſes, 
immorality, &c.: Lately, when the caſe of what 
was termed a libel upon the conſtitution was be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons in England, when that 
mode of puniſhment was propoſed, I have _ 
that it was I. as too ſevere, 


I cannot belp here remarking alſo, another in- 

| ſtance of the contradiction and weakneſs which 
are ever inſcparable from the moſt ſubtle argu- 

ments when oppoſed to truth and principle.—lIn 
page 30, I am told that an opening may be left 

for the future admiſſion of Catholics to additional 

privileges; but I cannot forget that, in page 27 and 

28, I am told, that Proteſtant property has nothing | 

fo fear, becauſe the hope of change being at an eng, | 

» _ diſaffettian 
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40a ſenion would ſink into acquieſeence, as ah., 
cence into content. 


There is in page 30 alſo as ſtrange an aſſertion 
to an Engliſh car; that government was likely to 
be adminiſtered with more attention, becauſe it will 
8 1 W by party and parliament, 


It does not at all appear, that the frame of . 
Houſe of Commons muſt of neceſſity be reformed on 
account of 'the admiſſion of the Roman Catholics 
to politicul equality, Although many boroughs 
were created with the /ole view of outweighing 
the political power which the -property of the 
Catholics, previous to the . rebellion of 16471, 
might have given them in the ſtate, yet under 
the repeal of religious diſqualification, it is obvi- 
ous that they might ſit in parliament for thoſe 
very boroughs; or if the perſon at whoſe diſpoſal 
they are choſes to keep them out of them, it 
will be but an addition ſecurity to Proteſtant 
preponderance, ' of which they will have no 
right to complain; therefore the repeal does not 
neceſſarily involve any queſtion of reforig. 
a 1 48 
The reproduction of confidence, friendſbip, and ſo- 
cial intercourſe, by taking away the grounds poli- 
tical jealouſy and contention, inſtead of making a 
fair diviſion of the advantages which were ob- 
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jects of 3 is very like the mode in which the 
lawyer in the fable ſettled the diſpute of the t tra- 
vellers about the ier. 


1 he improvement of the South and Weſt of | 
Ireland by an Union muſt remain doubtful,” until 
the commercial regulations are known. I do not 
ſee why an Union ſhould be deemed à neceſſary 
preliminary to any ſuch arrangements. If they 
are advantageous to Ireland, without being diſad- 
vantageous to England, why not adopt them be- 
fore an union? If they are . eee to 
England, why adopt them after one? * 


I will here venture to ſay what, I think Wir 
contribute much to make Ireland the moſt 
happy and flouriſhing country in the world: A 
total repeal and oblivion, if poſſible, of all reli- 
gious diſt inctions, preſuppoſing the moſt ample 
ſecurity for the Proteſtant church eſtabliſhment 
and property; and a diſtribution of ſome of the 
inferior places of profit among the — claſſes 
of the Roman Catholics. - 


A modus for tithes, the eaſieſt poſſible one for 
the peaſantry. This tax, 'and the ſeverity with 
which it is collected, is one of the greateſt griev- 
ances the people labour under. The ſupport to 
be afforded by government to the Roman Catholic 


clergy 


clergy (hinted at page 55), may have excellent Page 55; 
effects, if it does not occaſion ſuch an interference 

of the ſtate as may lefſen the confidence of the 

. People in their prieſts ; which is extremely ne- 
ceſſary to maintain, unleſs another religion can 

be ſubſtituted to that which they teach. A decent 

houſe and chapel, with a few acres of glebe, would 

be the propereſt proviſion, would improve the 

hes of the country, and tend to civilize i it. 


| A vigilant and ſtrong police, as little dd 
| as poſſible, conducted by temperate and impartial 
magiſtrates, and reſpoſible under-agents, in every 


barony, or even, if found neceſſary, in every pa- 
riſh, 


A moſt ſevere, impartial, and dignified ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice to every rank of life, I 
have been told that it has ſometimes happened 
in Ireland, that very heinous criminals have found 
means, by what defect in the laws I know not, 
to eſcape the puniſhment due to their crimes. 1. 
ſpeak of times precedent to the late diſaſtrous 
events. Such open evaſions of juſtice cannot- 
take place in England; were it even poſſible, 
there, the ſeverity of public opinion would amply. 
' ſupply the inefficacy of law. In Ireland, it were 
to be wiſhed that opinion were as inexorable in 
1 caſes as it is in ſome others, or at leaſt that 

M ſuch 
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ſuch offenders ſhould not be allowed to go at 
large, they deſtroy all confidence, all reſpect 
for government, and innure the mind to guilt, 
by the habit of ſeeing criminals unnoticed by 
law. The higher the rank the more danger- 
ous the example. Perhaps too the ſpirit of vo- 
hanteering the executive and even the mecha- 


repreſſed than encouraged in men of rank. - There 
are neceſſary ſervices which ſhould be paid for 


it is moſt eflential to the community, that the 
rank and character of a gentleman ſhould be held 
up to the lower ranks in all its luſtre, unſullied by 
any act which, though uſeful, public opinion has 
ſtamped as mean, | 


A greater degree of dignity, ſolemnity, and 


etiquette, in the courts of juſtice, and better 
halls to aſſemble in would tend to civilization. 


The complaints of middle men, rack · renta, 


reach of law or public regulation; as capital in- 
creaſes in the country, and more of it comes into 


inſenſibly diſappear. 


TT They 


nical parts of juſtice, is a ſpecies of zeal better 


very highly in money, in extraordinary caſes, but 


and poverty, of farmers are not, I think, within the 


the market of land, theſe inconveniences will 
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They were complained of (if I have been well 
informed) in the ſame manner in the reign of 
Queen Mary in England. Perhaps the ſudden 
extenſion of commerce by drawing of capital 


from agriculture may be one cauſe of them, un- 
til its profits are again returned to the ſoil. 


The partiality of Colbert for trade during the 
reign of Lewis XIV. is ſaid to have injured cul- 
tivation. Great profits upon ſmall capitals, as is 
the caſe in the infancy of trade, may have ſuch an 
effect; but ſmall profits upon great capitals, as 
happens in its maturity, will have a quite con- 
trary one. If the commerce of France had 
reached the comparative pitch of that of Eng- 


land, no complaint of that kind would have been 
heard. | 


The queſtion of parliamentary reform is quite 
foreign to the object I have had in view; though 
it has often been found joined with it, it has na 
neceſſary connection with that of the political 
rights of Cathalics. I believe nothing but deſ- 
pair of obtaining them in any other way ever con- 
nected them in any man's mind. I ſhall not here 
preſume to ſay one word about it, I ſhall only 
obſerve that no regulation or form of government 
* give ſecurity to a country, if there be not 


A upright 
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upright and vigilant legiſlators and magiſtrates to 
watch over them. 


My buſineſs as an Iriſh Roman Catholic has been 
with the greateſt reſpect for the government of 
my country, and the ſincereſt wiſh for its welfare, 
to meet the arguments affecting that body of men, 
which with no ſmall degree of ingenuity have been 
uſed by Mr. C. and to ſhew that in the arrange- 
ments he has ſuggeſted as terms of union, thoſe 
which relate to the Raman Catholics of Ireland 
are unfounded in ſound policy. 


Though every page of. the arguments I have 
attempted to anſwer, it muſt be obvious to the 
moſt ſuperficial reader that, the eſſential vice of 
Ireland, the cauſe of all her misfortunes, is not fo 
immediately in the nature of her connections with 
England as in her unhappy diviſions of religton. 
The moſt ſhallow reaſoner muſt be convinced, 
that a meaſure which does not, remove that cauſe 
will not eſſentially better her fituation. The 
Union, as it is there propoſed, not only leaves 


this vice in its full vigour, but confirms it by the 


ſanction of the Britiſh Parliament. Whatever 
other ends therefore it may anſwer, it will not 
give ſecurity and peace to Ireland. It has in chis 


view of it nothing beneficial but what may exif} 


without | 
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without it, and has certainly many inconvenientes 
for both countries. If 1 have proved to the, ſa- 
tisfaction of any reaſonable mind, that theſe reli - 
gious diſtinctions may be aboliſned, and the Pro- 
teſtant eſtabliſhment and preponderance in the 
ſtate ſecured, I have obtained every end I pro- 
poſed to myſelf. I feel a confidence that the 
leading men of Ireland will not, for the fake of 
_ prejudices which take away all reſpe& for their 
country in the eyes of the world, and render their 
lives uncomfortable, their property inſecure, 
which engroſs their minds and their feelings in 
mean objects viewed with contempt for more 
than a century by the reſt of Europe, that they 
will not for the ſatisfaction of ſuch little paſſions 
leave the Britiſh Empire expoſed to the dangers 
ſuch an internal ſource of diſunion muſt create. 


A proper diſcuſſion of the different objects 
which naturally preſent themſelves in conſidering 
theſe arguments, would fill many yolumes, and 
embrace the whole ſyſtem of politics. The queſ- 
tion of parliamentary reform, the vaſt reſources 
which may be drawn from Ireland, her wealth and 
population, the wants of her poor, the influence 
of popular opinion, above all, the awful criſis in 
which the world now ſtands muſt have occupied : 
the thoughts of eyery reflecting mind, 
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But theſe are ſubjects dangerous to enter upon, 

they are like the Arc of God, whoſe judgement 
did not ſpare the profane who touched it, even 
though his hand was liſted to ſave it when it 
tottered. 
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